Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Team Meeting
November 27, 2001
 

Attendees:
Dave Daniels, Gateway District Health Department
Lew Kornman, KY Fish & Wildlife
Tom Leith, Licking Valley Resource Conservation & Development
Mike Mattox, Gateway District Health Department
Pat Neichter, US Army Corps of Engineers
Barry Tonning, Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Staff: Pamla Wood, Licking River Basin Coordinator, Division of Water
 

Watershed Prioritization
Pamla has talked to the Bracken and Mason Conservation District boards. She found no significant interest in being a priority watershed.
Marty told Pamla, prior to the meeting, that he had talked to folks in Magoffin and Morgan Counties. EQIP funds are being used there; reaction to being a priority watershed was mixed. Mike Mattox said Magoffin County has a new environmentalist.
Dave mentioned that there are new water lines in Morgan County and they have advanced sewer to several areas in the last 4-5 years. He said Magoffin is now interested, too.
PRIDE funds are now available without cost-share, and the Division of Water is doing significantly more enforcement, according to Pamla.
Barry said that in the upper area of Hinkston and in Flat Creek, there is no perception that there are problems, except where erosion is obvious. He said we could only offer to build public awareness and education. High schools and civic clubs would be interested in hearing our message. Barry suggested we first talk with conservation districts, explaining that we intend to raise awareness in this way. They are already concerned and active, so we want to be supportive and not step on their toes. In fact, we could ask them what they want us to hit on. Our effort could help their fundability with the fiscal courts.
The Team assessed our strong points: Watershed Watch volunteers, the Team, and the Conservation Districts. We want to build on these, but elected officials are important. Other potential and important audiences are users (who drink the water) and County Judges. Pat suggested warning local officials that TMDLs are coming. People do not know that the creeks could make their kids sick.
Discussion generally focused on the South Fork headwaters; Banklick; Fleming; and Triplett.
It was agreed to investigate the South Fork headwaters area. Tom said he might get a joint Bourbon-Nicholas meeting. Lew mentioned that Al Surmont conducted a fisheries study of Hinkston, Stoner, Houston, Strodes Creeks. Pamla said there is a good chance Winchester’s Mayor Dixon would be supportive of making Strodes Creek a priority watershed. There was some question as to whether people fish in Hinkston Creek. Tom said that Judge Tincher, in Nicholas Co., is relatively new and seems like a nice guy. He also said the Cons Dist is budget-poor; their nearest NRCS representative in in Paris. Mike (or Dave?) said that B.D. Wilson, the County Judge in Montgomery Co., worked on the Slate Creek board. His son is the health inspector.
Pamla questioned the Team's September decision not to prioritize Banklick or Fleming Creeks. She said she thought the Banklick Council, once formed, would need assistance from the Team.
Mike Mattox said Fleming County's Health Dept had been using a cookbook approach to septic approvals. The state has halted all permits and appointed a new director. There is, however, no evidence of systems failing. Fleming has grants for monitoring and a completed TMDL plan. Pamla will find out more about their progress and their needs. They have lots of funds.
There was some discussion about Triplett Creek, where activity centers around a new highway proposal. Lew said route 68, a bridge across the Ohio, and the bypass on Triplett will have major impacts. The land along Triplett is currently U.S. Forest Service land, up to Lewis County. The highway itself would be the only development allowed in the Forest land. LRWW is sampling water, for baseline information. Barry recommended doing channel cross-sections as well.
Barry requested 11x14 maps of parts of the basin, for outreach work. Also, the Team would like to know the location of EQIP areas.
It was agreed to conduct more research (see below) by Dec 12, and meet as soon as it appears we might have enough information to make a decision.
Miscellaneous LRB Unit information
There is still talk of building Worthington Lake near Blue Licks, on Elk Fork, according to Lew.
Other basins
Barry said the legislature in Ohio removed TMDL funds and suit was filed within a week. Pat said EPA would change the TMDL program in April - maybe to give it more teeth. Pamla said that citizens in the Salt River basin unit are protesting the watershed priorities selected and advocating others. (This seems unlikely in the Licking, at least for this go-round.)
Narratives
Pamla is using the following to draft narratives: the 1974 Basin Plan for geologic and soils information and limitations; KIA information about sewer lines and plans; land use and other DOW information from ArcView.
Action Items
PAMLA
· Check on the possibility of doing some geomorphological cross-sections on Triplett Creek.
· Ask Marie Halpin where people fish.
· Contact Mayor Dixon.
· Check on activities in the Fleming Creek area.
TOM
· Schedule with Bourbon and Nicholas Co conservation districts.
· Ask Gary McFarland to share his CRP powerpoint show with the Team.
· Contact Kevin Crump.
· Locate EQIP areas.
MIKE
· Talk to Magoffin Co Health district.
BARRY
· Contact B.D. in Montgomery County
  

