Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
October 29, 2002
US Forest Service Office, Winchester
 

Present:
Pat Neichter
Leila Leinesch, US Fish & Wildlife
Jon Walker
Amy Sohner
Marc Hult
Andy Dickerson
Pamla Wood
Administrative:
There were no corrections made to the September meeting report. (However, the only people present at both meetings were Andy, Leila and Pamla.)
NRCS third party providers.
· Pat recommended Tennessee NRCS' training and certification program for third party providers. Andy is going to attend NRCS training when they offer it in KY to the NRCS folks. Pat will send information to the Team when he receives it.
Cave Run Dam Flow Operations (Andy, Pat)
Andy said the Corps of Engineers' Chief of Operations is interested in reviewing scenarios for changing releases from Cave Run Dam to improve flow for aquatics and hydrology. TNC is hosting a meeting to discuss options on Monday, November 18th. Options will include a "wish list" for best (expensive) conditions. Related information: 
· Releases improved after a 76 degree fahrenheit curve was adopted.
· The structure of Cave Run;s release gates limit release flexibility, although the gates were rebuilt and a special gate was added for the hatchery. (when?)
· A plan for changing the outlet tower face was considered when the dam was young, due to water quality problems at Morehead, but the plan was scrapped when Morehead found other sources of water.
· Pat guessed that changing the face of the tower would require about $3 million.
· Water is aerated as it goes through the dam. Mn, Fe are problems when withdrawing from the the bottom, which is done after major rainfalls and in the fall.
· Only part of the Licking River is recognized as used for drinking water.
· The chemistry of fish hatchery releases could also be of concern.
· In the spring, the water is cold throughout the lake.
· If you release warm water during the summer, you are left with cold water in the fall.
· Cqual-II model can predict temperature for given conditions.
· Drawdown has an impact on erosion on the lakeshore. Moderating drawdown would also help temperature conditions.
· Water level in the upper reaches is important to provide connectivity for recreational boating.
· Siltation is a problem where there isn’t significant drawdown. Sediment distribution is more relevant than sediment quantity.
Banklick Watershed Council (Marc)
The Banklick Watershed Council had an open meeting, to solicit general public input. About 20 showed up, including the Judge Executive who stayed late to discuss issues and options. Many people came concerned about flooding, since these issues are long-standing. Banklick Council representatives have also met with the Sanitation District to discuss one particular unsewered area. The SD is conducting a full dye-trace and camera survey of this 104-house area, to identify whether flows are going to the storm or sanitary sewers. Sanitation District will fix it at the street connection. This SD plans to take on the Stormwater Phase II responsibilities for the cities in this area. Council representatives, concerned about impermeability, and want incentives to for lowering the usage/volume. The Sanitation District is constructing a showcase facility for impermeable development. The Banklick Council is seeking funds to support urban forestry, i.e. for a long-term vegetation plan. Marc stressed the importance of recognizing the Banklick Council as a self-standing entity, not a "project" of either the Framework, Team, or the Ky Waterways Alliance (which has provided funding).
Funds (Amy)
Amy said BG PRIDE can provide grants up to $270,000 to connect big groups of people to sewer systems, with Sanitary Sewers providing a 45% match.
Magoffin "Headwater" project (Pamla)
Andy said TNC may have funds for Magoffin County work. [Did I get that right?] A VISTA position has been secured for watershed work in the headwaters, but it is problematic to provide local administrative support. Several sampling events have not provided conclusive information on sources of fecal coliform in the area.
Strodes Creek (Pamla)
Pamla has been working on a proposal for Winchester and Strodes Creek to get $1.2 million for watershed work, including a bioengineered water quality mitigation project. The latter is controversial. One approach would be to divert from Town Branch and Strodes Creeks into sequential wetland lagoons. This method raises concerns about the fish impacts, the effectiveness, and failure to address the problem at the sources. The other approach would be to enable the area to flood more easily and do a lot of riparian work.
Sampling and analysis science (Marc)
· Marc explained that sampling and analysis methods based on regulatory standards are ineffective for determining the sources of degradation, since they are not based on flow variations and other important factors.
· Brian Reeder is embarking on a study to tie bacteria DNA to specific sources (hogs vs. horses vs. people, for example).
· The Division of Water is going to begin using e coli as indicator, not just fecal coliform.
Efroymson etc. (Andy)
Andy explained TNC's system for setting priorities and ranking strategies. The Efroymson program evaluates systems in the landscape, stresses on those systems, sources of the stressors, strategies for improving the situations, and measures of success. The TNC Team proposed aquatic and riparian target areas in the South Fork, Stoner Creek, Hinkston Creek, Slate Creek, Triplett Creek, Licking River mainstem (3 counties down from the dam), and the North Fork (the one near Robertson County).
Besides aquatic and riparian areas, other important landscapes include the Knobs (Indian grass prairie pockets with in hardwood savanna-type setting), Deciduous forests, Wetlands, Bue Ash/Savanna woodlands (Harrison, Bourbon, Mason), and the Blue Licks Short’s site of Shorts Goldenrod.
The Team examined active threats to each of these landscapes, and proposed protection strategies. These are, tentatively: Utilize Farm Bill programs; Remove obstacles for using fire as habitat restoration/management and reintroduce fire regimes; Use the Conservation Land Buyer Program; Restore/simulate historical water regimes; and Limit effects of new and improvement road projects on water quality.
Griffith Woods & potential CREP
TNC is partnering with UK and Toyota, with the goal of learning to manage Blue Ash Savanna. They are hoping to secure 763 acres for a management area. The Toyota contribution will be used for Conservation Land Buyer program. TNC hasn't found significant Blue Ash reproducing, but found some in the back.
Andy said he hopes to have CREP in the Licking within 2 years, which would funnel funds into the watershed's riparian areas.
Basin Planning
Andy and Pamla each shared their outlines for "basin plans." The two plans, each subject to agency/organizational requirements, can not be merged. There was much discussion about the Framework's "basin plan." The Team agreed that document, as designed is not a "plan," and also made the following points.
· The "plan" was to select priority areas and implement improvements in them. We're doing that.
· The next five years' selections will probably be more TMDL-driven.
· The mobilization analysis/strategies that the Ky Basin used are useful.
· Monitoring should fill in data gaps, i.e. watersheds where we did not sample in round 1.
· The TMDL plan schedule should be in the basin "plan."
· The document introduction should note that the Framework has successfully replicated the partner model from the state Steering Committee 

· to the Team to the local "task forces."

· It is worthwhile to include “coverage” of agency activities and plans in the basin unit.

· If Pamla receives resistance to reworking the document, the Team will provide the necessary support.

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 26

Note also: Monitoring subcommittee meeting November 14, 2002

 
