Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
September 26, 2000
*** Next meeting time has not yet been set.***
Present: Greg Epp, Stephen Fisher, Joe Flotemersch, Don Hassall, Brian Gray, Peggy Jackson, Alice Jones, Jim Kipp, Will Lacy, Don Morse, Lindell Ormsbee. Minutes reported by Greg Epp.
Handouts: Agenda (distributed via e-mail previously); Central Regional Meeting Flyer (follows in separate message); NRCS-Related Cost-Share Assistance Programs (attached to minutes); Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program slide outline (follows in separate message); NPS project list (follows in separate message).
Bluegrass Region Report
David Gabbard and Greg Epp met earlier this month to plan a regional meeting for the Bluegrass region. The tentative date is November 2, and we plan to meet at Midway. Publicity will get underway when the date and place are finalized.
Southern Region Report
Epp reported on the Southern regional meeting in Hazard. The turnout was small, but we had a larger group than previous meetings despite the somewhat rushed preparation, and several new people attended. We did not reach any consensus about which watersheds to begin in, but had a useful discussion of issues and localities. Discussion of existing groups and projects brought to light some Epp had not been aware of. He will continue to work with participants to identify watersheds for task forces. One watershed that looks promising is Cutshin Creek, where two volunteer groups, the Cumberland Valley RC&D, the Leslie County Conservation District, and the Leslie County fiscal court are involved in projects to address contamination from dumps and sewage. Epp met with representatives of these groups in London last week to further explore task force formation.
Central Region Report
Alice Jones reported that the Madison County Action Team publicized the October 12 meeting in their newsletter. Flyers have gone out from KWRI to other organizations and governments, and Epp will send more this week. He distributed the flyer advertising the meeting and requested that team members pass it on to anyone who might attend. [A text version and PDF file for the flyer will follow these minutes in a separate message.]
Engaging Landowners
Brian Gray summarized programs of the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife that involve outreach to private landowners. These are designed to encourage habitat improvement (see http://www.kdfwr.state.ky.us/hip.htm for information). The emphasis is on terrestrial habitat for vertebrates, but F&W tries to take a holistic approach in providing advice, and they refer landowners to other agencies if they see other needs on the property, such as streambank stabilization or buffer zones. Cost-share funding for improvements to vegetation or creation of wetlands is available to owners of 10 acres or more.
Will Lacy discussed some of the NRCS programs (see handout included with the minutes or consult http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/NRCSProg.html). Funding levels vary over time according to state and federal allocations. The Kentucky Division of Conservation's program will receive a cash infusion from the tobacco settlement this year.
Alice Jones asked whether any programs existed to help small landholders such as rural homeowners, given that the programs described generally require 10 acres or more. F&W provides technical assistance in the form of an information kit, for a small fee. Gray and Lacy remarked that some state programs might have the flexibility to work with a neighborhood but that federal programs do not. Gray also suggested grants as an avenue to fill in funding gaps left by existing programs. Epp asked about the procedure for establishing EQIP priority areas, for which there is a separate competition. Nominations of priority areas are usually made by local groups with the local NRCS office or conservation district as the lead agency. We should consider this strategy for watersheds where BMPs could help address an identified problem.
Discussion touched on general strategies for initiating watershed action. Jones noted that if a group could get private sector money, earlier action could be taken while grant or cost-share proposals are being completed and considered, something that would help maintain interest. Peggy Jackson suggested a phased approach that could begin by getting participants involved in monitoring or educational outreach. The team also returned to the subject of information as a critical commodity the framework can provide. Jones suggested that realistic explanations of the probability of being funded by each program would be valuable. Team members cited a number of existing sources or sources under development that would be of use: the Private Lands Council pamphlet on cost-shares, the Ag Water Quality Act producer workbook, the Framework funding resource list.
As discussion turned to education, Don Hassall noted that the governor has included a significant push for environmental education as part of his solid waste program. The Environmental Education Council and Environmental Quality Commission might be good agencies to develop relationships with. Jones added that regional universities may play a central role as resources for environmental education.
Basin Coordinator's Report.
Epp asked for assistance in continuing to expand our contact lists. Individual names and office addresses of local-level agency personnel will be much more valuable contacts than institutional office addresses. He'd appreciate information on nongovernmental stakeholder organizations too (recreational users of waterways, for instance). [Don Morse provided a listing of water producers that extended what we had in our database.] Epp has added RC&D offices and private lands wildlife biologists.
He noted that the strategy of assembling a survey respondent list via team members in each organization had been stalled by a lack of response, and he asked whether the survey still seemed worthwhile.
Nonpoint Source Program.
Peggy Jackson explained the mandates, program, and operation of the Kentucky nonpoint source program. The program has evolved since its establishment, and more changes are contemplated. Project solicitations may be employed for identified problem areas. The program document and application procedures for NPS project grants will be revamped for the next cycle, and the timetable will be condensed and shifted to earlier in the year. (See attachment.)
Steve Fisher asked whether any attention was given to groundwater. Jackson replied that wetlands and groundwater are included under NPS, but the section is mandated to address documented problems and documentation of groundwater has lagged behind documentation of surface water. NPS is also mandated to address impaired streams/TMDLs. Most attention to groundwater so far has been in karst areas where interaction between surface water and groundwater is closest.
Jim Kipp drew the team's attention to a workshop on the Ag Water Quality Act that will be held in Elizabethtown October 13 and broadcast interactively to UK and several other sites (see http://www.water.ky.gov/watch/AWQA/register.htm for program and registration). Joe Flotemersch mentioned a project evaluating methods of biological assessment and asked for advice on how to make the data useful to agencies.
Epp suggested waiting until the Bluegrass Regional meeting is scheduled before selecting a date for the next meeting of the team. 

