Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
January 24, 2000
BGADD Conference Room, 10:30 AM
Attending: 
Barry Back, Jeno Balassa, Erman Caudill, Greg Epp, Don Hassall, Dwight Hitch, Benjy Kinman, Jim Kipp, Will Lacy, Ed Neal, Lindell Ormsbee. Minutes reported by Greg Epp.
The Kentucky Water Research Institute (KWRI) staff distributed drafts of two reports funded by the Kentucky River Authority (KRA) and prepared by KWRI: "Summary Report: Kentucky River Watershed Watch Data Collection Effort" and "1999-2000 Strategic Monitoring Report: Kentucky Basin Management Unit."
Lindell Ormsbee presented a status report on River Basin activities, highlighting progress in development of the several watershed framework reports, the prioritization formula, and stakeholder networking during the first half of the five-year basin cycle. We are now in the middle of the third year of the cycle. The framework calls for the third year to be devoted to prioritization (application of the formula to assessment results to rank watersheds in need of attention) and targeting (identification of the watersheds for which management plans will be drawn up).
Prioritization and targeting are six months behind schedule due to extra time required this year by the Kentucky Division of Water (DOW) for assessments essential to second-year activity (the Assessment Report) and as a result of transitions in coordination of the basin management effort during 1999 (the shift from the KRA to the KWRI in January and the departure of Basin Coordinator Nel Ruffin for a faculty position in December). However, there should be enough extra time in the basin cycle during the third year to allow us to get back on schedule.
Ormsbee introduced newly hired Basin Coordinator Greg Epp, who comes to KWRI with a doctoral degree in aquatic ecology from Cornell and several years of experience in the field of scientific publishing. He will continue to build the stakeholder network established by Ruffin and directed toward the eventual development of watershed task forces.
The DOW assessments have now been completed and will soon be available for incorporation into the Kentucky River Basin Assessment Report and the prioritization formula. KWRI is evaluating the feasibility of producing the Assessment Report as a website that will make the results widely available. A printed version will also be distributed. The Assessment Report and the Prioritization Report together form the documentary basis for the targeting process that will rank watersheds for the development of management plans. Ormsbee, Epp, and Erman Caudill will aim to complete the Assessment and Prioritization Reports in April 2000. Two to three months would remain in Year 3 for the targeting process. A team member asked when a prototype Assessment Report could be seen. A template should be in place within a month.
Ed Neal commented that communication and data sharing with the Water Resource Branch of Kentucky Division of Water would benefit both sides. Ormsbee expressed an interest in pursuing this. Benjy Kinman noted that the Kentucky River Basin experience may be valuable for the Biological Subcommittee as Basin 3 comes on line.
Epp introduced the draft Monitoring Report. This report documents the various sampling programs in place in the basin and details the objectives, parameters, number and location of sites, and frequency of sampling for each program. It does not contain data from the monitoring. Rather, it serves as a listing of the data resources currently available for the basin and can be used for planning and to identify additional data needs for the next basin cycle. In the first cycle of data collection, monitoring programs of one type or another covered 90 of 97 watersheds at the 11-digit hydrologic unit code (HUC) level. At a finer level of resolution, sampling took place in 211 of 312 fourth-order stream watersheds. Epp encouraged team members to review this final draft and communicate comments over the next two weeks.
Ormsbee introduced the draft KRWW Report. This report summarizes results of the volunteer water quality sampling during summer 1999 (the third year of KRWW sampling in the basin). It was prepared for the KRA, which provided financial support for the KRWW sampling. Results of fecal coliform and phosphorus assays point to a need for intensified monitoring of these parameters. Metals and pesticides were only occasionally detected at levels that were cause for concern. The sampling effort was concentrated in the more heavily populated Bluegrass region, which is not surprising for a volunteer-based program, but increased sampling in the headwaters region and in the far north of the basin is desirable. The temporal variability of fecal coliform data was very high, suggesting that more frequent measurements might also be an important goal for future sampling. The draft is a nearly complete document, and Ormsbee requested feedback from team members over the next two weeks.
Ormsbee reviewed present and planned projects in the basin. Existing projects include:
· Kentucky River Watershed Program
· Central Kentucky Water Supply
· Mocks Branch/Spears Creek Programs
· (including Agricultural Watershed Awareness Program, 319 Project, EQIP Project)
· South Elkhorn Nutrient Total Maximum Daily Loading Project
· Wolf Run Dry Stone Masonry Installation
· Millstone Demonstration Project
· Kentucky River EPA Bioassessment
· North Elkhorn Reforestation
· PRIDE Projects.
Potential projects for future funding include a USGS grant to KWRI, an EPA grant coordinated by Don Hassall (Bluegrass Area Development) to develop stakeholder groups in the Bluegrass, and a PRIDE contract with KWRI for site assessment, GIS integration, and model development for PRIDE counties (including the southern Kentucky River basin). Several projects organized as part of University of Kentucky courses will also contribute baseline data. These include capstone courses in the Department of Civil Engineering and in the Natural Resource Conservation and Management Program of the College of Agriculture.
Ormsbee also requested that team members report on other projects and developments in the basin as they occur, so that the information can be shared and the activity recorded. Epp added that he and the other basin coordinators in the state would like to publicize watershed projects, events, and activities. The basin coordinators will distribute articles to news outlets and to interest-group newsletters statewide. He asked team members to contribute stories or story ideas on an ongoing basis.
Hassall suggested that basin maps for public communication include the Kentucky River locks and dams as reference points. Other team members suggested that towns or major roads would also be useful landmarks, especially when county boundaries (which can create a confusion of lines) are omitted.
Discussion of meeting times for February centered on conflicts that several members have on Monday mornings. State government staff meetings are usually in that time slot. Epp noted that some members had suggested scheduling meetings in the evening. Monday afternoon was selected for February. 

The next meeting will be at 1:00 pm, February 28, 2000, in the conference room of Bluegrass Area Development (Tates Creek at New Circle, in Lexington). 

