Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings

McConnell Springs, Lexington, KY 

 December 3, 2002

Present:
  Lee Colten, Division of Water (DOW) 

  Chris Minor, The Nature Conservancy 

  Gerry Buynak, KDFWR 

  Jeff Crosby KDFWR 

  Peggy Jackson, DOW Nonpoint Source Section 

  Chris Yeary, DOW Water Resources Branch 

  Bill Caldwell, DOW Water Resources Branch 

  Jim Kipp, UK Water Resources Research Institute (WRRI) 

  Malissa McAlister, UK WRRI 

  David Gabbard, LFUCG 

  David Hamilton, Ky River Authority 

  Sue Ann Elliston , Ky River Authority 

  Don Hassall, Bluegrass ADD 
Announcements/Discussion
Dave Gabbard, LFUCG: 

  3/29, Reforest the Bluegrass at Veteran’s Park

  2 wetlands construction projects funded through 319 grants

· McConnell Springs

· Gainesway Shopping Center

Peggy Jackson, DOW Nonpoint Source Branch: 

  $5 million in 319 funds available

  applications due by Feb. 14

  funds cannot be used for assessment

Developing watershed plan for Dix River and Herrington Lake (Karen Schaefer, DOW) 

  Focusing on nutrients and pathogens

  Don’t know if main source is straight pipes or livestock

  Large watershed

Dave Hamilton, KRA: 

  12/11, 1:00 p.m., Lock and Dam 10 meeting at Frankfort Holiday Inn

  Narrowing down options for refurbishing or stabilizing lock and raising dam (same height, raise 4 feet or raise 6 feet)

Chris Minor, Nature Conservancy: 

  Been working on planning process, partnerships for basin

  Have identified priority areas between Lower Howard’s Creek in Clark County and Franklin/Owen County line

  Focusing on restoring riparian buffers and hardwood bottoms, cave purchase,

  PACE (Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements) Program having some successes in protecting basin land from development along Palisades, ~400 acres

  Other funding sources available, e.g. EQIP

Don Hassall, Bluegrass ADD: 

  Next Bluegrass Water Supply Consortium meeting on Wednesday, January 8th in Georgetown at Scott County Health Department on Washington Street

Malissa McAlister, KWRI: 

  Put together 2002 Kentucky River Watershed Watch summary, which was presented at the group’s annual conference on November 23rd. Included a list of top 10 priority watersheds in the basin based on WW data. Summary report will be posted on the KWRI website.

  Updating the Basin Status Report with 2002 303(d) findings. Will also be posting this on the KWRI website.

  Will be producing a compilation of last 5 years of Watershed Watch data with an analysis. This will also be posted on the website in order to assist citizen groups in developing Citizen Action Plans.

  Assisting with the monitoring plan for the next round of Kentucky River Basin sampling under the Watershed Framework.

Lee Colten, DOW Watershed Branch: 

  Received $800,000 award for statewide watershed education project 

· U of L, U.K., WKU, KEEC, KET, and others involved in implementation

· Electronic field trips and other elements

· Also will be working with local elected officials

  $500,000 319 grant for Letcher County in the works

· Will fund a basin coordinator position for three years starting in fall 2003

· Will address straight pipes and failing septic systems upstream of Blackey intake

  $1 million Watershed Initiative Grant application submitted to EPA

· Will fund construction of passive, non-mechanical, low-maintenance package plant for treating wastewater.

Bill Caldwell, DOW Water Resources Branch: 

  Working on Source Water Assessment Plans

  Developing database of contaminant sources for all water supply areas

  Delineated zones 1, 2 and 3 upstream of surface water intakes as protection zones

  Don Hassall – Bluegrass ADD has prepared maps of contaminant sources

  Final susceptibility analysis will appear in consumer confidence reports.

* Dave Gabbard suggested that basin initiatives be posted on either KWRI or DOW website for those that are interested—with links to topics of interest (such as a description of the alternative package plant proposed for Letcher County). Dave asked about Lock and Dam exhibit at State Fair last year – was suggested he contact Stephanie Darst.

KRA Watershed involvement: 

  KRA has contract with KWRI to develop Unified Long-Range Water Resources Plan for the basin (required by statute) and to provide technical assistance with watershed management.

  Willing to provide some other types of assistance, if KRA staff and funds are adequate.

Was suggested that the basin water utilities are prepared for a fee rate increase to be applied toward infrastructure maintenance in the basin. DOW plans to hire a Kentucky River Basin coordinator next year for a 3-year period. (Will be employed by Letcher County – serving priority watersheds, and 303d waters

Dave Gabbard noted that there are six stormwater permit cities in the basin (Lexington, Georgetown, Frankfort, Nicholasville, Danville and part of Winchester). Wants to hold a conference on growth issues as they pertain to stormwater runoff, sanitary sewer systems, the 1-acre requirement for stormwater permits, etc. Would like to hold next October for these cities to collaborate.

Basin team will be consulted on monitoring strategy for next year of sampling – input and local knowledge important to identification our pollutant sources and good sampling strategy.

Need to add Bluegrass PRIDE to team list.

