Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings

 October 16, 2001
*** Next meeting not yet scheduled ***
Present: Greg Epp, Steve Fisher, Joe Flotemersch, David Gabbard, David Hamilton, Peggy Jackson, Jim Kipp, Chris Minor. Also: Patrick Thompson. Minutes reported by Greg Epp.
Basin Coordinator's Report.
Workshop series is complete, now need to follow up. Each watershed as at different phase of task force organization. Some focal issues and places for task forces that emerged from the workshops are summarized below. At later workshops, we also tried to explicitly identify possible agency roles.
South Elkhorn Creek Watershed
· education on septic system maintenance
· restoring and protecting riparian buffers
· flooding and floodplain
· contamination from urban storm-water
· Town Branch
Eagle Creek Watershed
· ensuring complete hookup to new sewer line
· erosion and sediment, channel modification
· development strategies
·  looding and floodplain issues
· monitoring to identify sources of problems (pathogens, aquatic life)
Red River Watershed
· awareness campaigns and education
· erosion and sediment
· restoring and protecting riparian buffers
· sewage impacts and options
Approaches discussed vary widely:
· mechanisms to promote intercounty communication
· sponsoring seminars and workshops for key audiences
· mounting media campaigns for awareness
· boosting cost-share participation
· hiring a watershed coordinator to manage activities
· scaling up to include upstream and downstream watersheds
· scaling down to focus on a subwatershed
Interagency Monitoring Workgroup is considering strategy for 2nd cycle.
General strategy is to move on from 1st cycle strategy of sampling bottom of every watershed to compile data suited to source identification and selection of solutions. Wants to have basin teams take on greater responsibility for directing monitoring resources by beginning allocation with team input.
Greg Epp will include monitoring evaluation in basin management plan this fall and make that available to team as starting point for developing recommendations for Workgroup this winter. The Workgroup is also considering devoting part of the monitoring resources to follow-up sampling in the Year 3 basin, to support development of task force projects.
Workgroup's Prioritized Monitoring Objectives:
· Targeted sampling to get data needed for implementation of fixes and for TMDLs
· Filling in data gaps
· Clarifying mixed signals (among agency data, assessment metrics, local knowledge)
· Trend and reference reach monitoring via fixed site network
· Statistical representation of basin
Steve Fisher wondered whether there would be an opportunity to bring groundwater sampling into sync with the surface water sampling.
Team Member's Reports.
David Gabbard announced series of five workshops he is organizing for 2002: watershed planning, better site design, natural streams design, natural vegetation in the human environment, nonpoint source pollution education for municipal officials. Gabbard is also promoting environmental planning for Fayette County.
Chris Minor described the Efroymson seminar program The Nature Conservancy is running for two sections of the basin. Minor is coordinating the effort for the palisades area and seeking a few participants for a formal process to develop a site conservation strategy this winter and spring.
