Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
August 9, 2001
 

Location: Steamboat Landing

Morgantown, KY

Time: 10:00 C.T.

 

Attendees:

Aloma Dew, T/LGWW

Bill Baker, KY DOW

Buddy Giesecke, NRCS

Dale Reynolds, KY Div.OW

Lee Dew, T/LGWW

Pat Neichter, USACOE

Ray Toor, NRCS

Ritchie Taylor, WKU

Rozenna Carr, Madisonville CC

Scott Vanderplueg, Madisonville CC

Stephen Kellerman, KY Div. Waste Mgt.

Ted Jessup, SMR

Aloma and Lee Dew did a good job of securing the meeting location and preparing presentations to edify the river basin team members of the problems and concerns facing the Lower Green and the Tradewater rivers. Dale, on the other hand, failed miserably at his two tasks: arranging for rain-free weather and piloting the pontoon boat.

Scott opened the meeting with a report of Watershed Watch sampling efforts in the Lower Green and Tradewater Basins. He also indicated that the Madisonville newspaper carried an article that was critical of the DOW. Dale mentioned that the problems in the report were either beyond the authority granted to the DOW or were in the process of being addressed. He went on to say that the DOW staff is dedicated and trying to do their jobs with limited funds and a shortage of personnel.

Lee Dew gave a recounting of the history of the Lower Green and Tradewater River Basins, that provided insight to how the uses of the Rivers have evolved.

Aloma reported that the Lower Green and Tradewater River Basins are being impacted by the growing presence of CAFOs. She indicated that more needs to be done to improve employee safety and to regulate the waste disposal practices. The proposed placement of two new power plants in the Lower Green was also issues pointed out. One is to be located in Henderson Co. and the other in Muhlenberg Co. The one in Muhlenberg has been successfully delayed by the Mammoth Cave National Park Service based on probable air quality (visibility) degredation at the park.

Dale requested that the team be on the lookout for potential sub-watersheds where taskforces could be or should be established. The taskforces will gather the required data to demonstrate the concern, work to raise public and local government awareness, and obtain funding to effect some beneficial changes to the water quality (or establish protection measures). Anyone who has knowledge of a sub-watershed that may be a suitable candidate should contact Dale.

Dale reported he is about to begin providing training workshops to local government officials in the Green/Tradewater Basins. Ritchie Taylor is another trainer who will be conducting training sessions in our area. DOW and U of L recently provided 27 people with watershed management training tools and principals. The list of trainers will be posted on DOW's Watershed webpage. Visit: 
The meeting was followed by a pontoon boat ride up the Green River. Passengers were treated to sightings of several blue herons, kingfishers, dragon flies, and turtles. 

