Semi-Annual Focus Meetings for the Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings

Minutes
July 8-10, 2002
 

Locations: Madisonville Regional Field Office on 7/8/02
Barren R. District Health Dept, Bowling Green on 7/9/02
Columbia Regional Field Office on 7/10/02
Time: 10:00 Local Time
I. Introductions and Announcements
The 2002 Farm Bill will be a source of funding for conservation projects that will improve/protect water quality & quantity. Stay tuned for more on this issue as the appropriated funds get detailed as to how they can be applied.
The Green River Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is off to a slow start, but is expected to pick up next spring. The program will funnel $110 Million into practices that are meant to re-establish native trees and grasses, while improving riparian corridors along the Upper Green River and its tributaries. This USDA program is administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA), with technical support from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and covers an 8 county area between the Green River Dam and Mammoth Cave National Park. The program will sign up marginal (low-lying) croplands into 10 to 15 year contracts that take the acreage out of production to implement certain conservation practices. Since all those funds must be spent putting the practices in place, a partnership of 20 groups (Federal and State agencies, plus universities and environmental groups) has been formed to determine the success of the program. The partnership has in turn established the CREP Monitoring Oversight Committee to coordinate the ongoing and planned sampling efforts in this area to maximize the usefulness of data accumulated to evaluate the degree of success toward the program goals. Conservation practices implemented under this program are intended to reduce silt, nutrients, and pathogen concentrations in this watershed.
A $1.3 Million 319(h) grant was awarded to a coalition of 20 partners to coordinate their training efforts to focus on educating the public about water issues in Kentucky. The partners include State agencies, universities, and education groups. The program will kick off this fall with the goals of producing radio and television spots, plus print media articles to raise the public awareness and level of participation in water protection/restoration projects.
The River Network initiated a nationwide program called River Smart that is aimed at efforts to conserve on water usage and protecting water quality and quantity. Media packages that contain radio and television ads, plus print media articles have been sent to members and participants nationwide.
EPA has asked the American Meteorological Society to help educate the public to about what a watershed is and the importance of sensible watershed management to protect water quality. You should start to see some discussion of watershed principals and concepts in the weather reports.
EPA’s Cincinnati field office is about to begin a 15-year sampling program in the Upper Green River. They will be conducting physical, chemical, and biological monitoring throughout the study. They have promised to submit a workplan to the Basin Coordinator shortly. Anyone interested in details from the report may contact Dale Reynolds at (270) 746-7475.
 

II. Watershed Management - Projected Timetable
Our assessment sampling was conducted from May 2001 through April 2002. The assessment data interpretation will be completed around April of 2003 and the River Basin Team (RBT) will need to evaluate the assessment results to choose a small number of targeted watersheds to focus on. The RBT will then seek to establish or recruit a team of interested watershed residents from the targeted watersheds. The RBT will offer guidance and information to aid these teams (taskforces) with their efforts to educate their neighbors and elected officials about the problems they face, prepare a plan to address the problem(s), raise money to implement the plan, and implement the plan.
III. Local Issues
No one came forward with any local issues from the Madisonville or Columbia meetings. Attendees of the Bowling Green meeting raised the question: Will the Statewide Education Project reprint and distribute more Basin Status Reports?
The health dept. reported that there were two positive cases of West Nile Virus detected in birds found in Metcalfe County.
IV. Next Meeting: August 13, 2002 in Bowling Green
  

