GREEN-TRADEWATER RIVER BASIN TEAM
Minutes
May 16, 2001
Location: ACOE - Green River Lake Visitor Center
Campbellsville, KY
Time: 10:00 E.T.
Attendees:
Brian Gray KDF&WR
Brent Harrel, US F&WS
Margi Jones, KY DOW
Laila Leinesch, US F&WS
Chris Mason KDF&WR
Ouida Meier, WKU
Pat Neichter, USACOE
Dale Reynolds, KY DOW
 

 

Welcome to the following new Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Members:
· Brent Harrel USF&WS - Frankfort
· Chris Mason KDF&WR - Bowling Green
· Brian Gray KDF&WR - Bowling Green
The May meeting was held at the Corps' visitor center at the Green River Lake Dam. While it was an excellent example of how we can learn about problems/concerns that affect various segments of our watershed, it was not well attended by RBT members. That is not to say that the session it self was not well attended; there were 27 interested parties in attendance.
Thanks to Pat Neichter for his "over-achiever" efforts to arrange this mini conference. There were presentations from several experts that reported on studies they have been conducting in the Green River (between the dam and Mundfordville). Plus, the Corps gave a peak at their CEQUAL-W2 lake dynamics modeling software, which they use to model/predict lake dynamics (including temperature, DO, nutrients, etc.) There were no handouts of the reports.
Discussions among the experts and interested parties reinforced that there is no one solution that satisfies everyone. The Corps and TNC will continue to tweak the variables they have control over and observe what the model predicts will be the result. From my take on the presentation there is little or nothing that can be done to raise downstream temperatures in the spring and early summer, but they can affect an modulation of temperatures in summer and fall. Attention was also focused on the benefits of shortening the release time for flood related flows. It would be beneficial to the biota and physical system if dam releases were more dramatic and for shorter periods to minimize the duration of the upset to the river system.
The Corps also took this opportunity to report on other projects in the works. Only locks/dams #1 and #6 will be removed (#4 already washed out). The dams will be breeched and removed as a one phase demolition project. It was reported that safety concerns for the public (boaters) was the main concern during removal.
We need a volunteer to host the June 6th meeting. Any volunteers? 

