Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings

Minutes

January 08, 2003 
  
Location:
Barren River District Health Department 

1109 State Street, Bowling Green, KY  42102 

(270)-781-8039 
 Attendees: Bonny Laflin (KF&WR), Dale Reynolds (KDOW), Don Becker (TVA), Eric Larson (B.G./Warren Co. Planning), Jeff Lashlee (City of B.G.), Jenna Harbaugh (WKU), Ouida Meier (WKU), and Pat Neichter (ACOE). 
I.                    Introductions and Announcements
        Watershed Roundtable – a Kentucky Watershed Roundtable is being established that will function similar to the Southeast Watershed Forum. The purpose of the roundtable will be to assist in stimulating cooperative efforts and providing a forum for technology and experience transfers. The first roundtable will be held in August, 2003; spin-off sessions on watershed topics will appear in numerous other conferences before and after the Roundtable.  Other conferences/organizations that have agreed to this spin-off concept are League of Cities, Association of Conservation District, Forest Industries, Local Issue Conference (Dept. of Local Government), and others . 
         The hydropower proposals for Green and Barren Rivers appear to be proceeding according to their proposed schedule. The deadline for agency responses to the draft proposals is January 15, 2003. 
         CREP monitoring – all submitted monitoring details have been compiled and information has been requested to fill in the gaps. A map of participation and current monitoring will be prepared shortly. When it is completed, it will be disseminated. CREP sign-up numbers are still low. So far a total of 123 contracts have been approved, covering 2722 acres, with 68 contracts pending for 1644 acres. If anyone would like breakdowns by county or by practice please contact Dale Reynolds. 
         MOAs for the statewide water quality/quantity education program, funded by a NPS grant, are being prepared and signed. The program will kick-off in early 2003. 
         Attendees were encouraged, again, to submit, to the DOW-Water Quality Branch any monitoring data that was collected outside the official Basin Assessment monitoring. The purpose is to take all available monitoring data into consideration to expand the coverage area and/or amount of data utilized in establishing the database for the watershed prioritization process that the RBT will be faced with next summer. Please contact Dale Reynolds or Tom VanArsdall by January 30, if you are aware of any data that may be useful. 
         Judy Peterson, director of Kentucky Waterways Alliance, will be a special guest at a 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 14, meeting at the Hopkins County Extension Office, 75 Cornwall Drive, Madisonville  (just northeast of Pennyrile Parkway Exit 44--same driveway as Ridgewood Nursing Home). Judy will explain and lead a discussion about what this Anti-Degradation Rule means to Kentucky, and what citizens might do to influence its final drafting.  
         Approximately $5 million in NPS funding is available for watershed restoration projects. There are at least 9 watersheds in the Lower Green/Tradewater Rivers watersheds where biological sampling was done during the 2001-2002 Basin Monitoring phase of our basin cycle. This offers the advantage of having data for use in targeting sub-watersheds for restoration and could also be used as pre-BMP data. The guidance document and application instructions are available on the web at: http://www.water.ky.gov/dow/npsguide.htm. If you would like to participate in a cooperative-effort proposal, contact Dale Reynolds. The deadline for submission is Feb. 14, 2003. 
 Current Issues   
         Don Becker (TVA) spoke to the group about the TN Growth Readiness program and how TVA would cooperate with Bowling Green to establish a pilot program for Kentucky. The program promotes watershed management principles to minimize water quality impacts from development. The program stresses how threats to water quality vary based on land uses and how communities can take pro-active steps to minimize those impacts through planning that is watershed based. Based on this presentation it was agreed that City and County officials would be invited to attend a detailed presentation to be given by Joel Haden (TVA) on February 11, 2003. 
 Next Meeting:   January 8, 2003 
