Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings

Minutes

November 13, 2002

 

Location: Barren River District Health Department

1109 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42102

(270)-781-8039

Attendees: Dale Reynolds (KDOW), Jason Taylor (WKU), and Stephen Kellerman (KDWM)

Introductions and Announcements 

· Bacon Creek Heritage Day – turnout was modest,partly due to daylong rain. However, the community participants were pleased with the turnout and are planning for improved attendance next year..

· CREP monitoring – all monitoring partners were requested to submit details about where and when they sample, as well as a list of analytical parameters, from which they are generating data.

· Watershed Forum – a Kentucky Watershed Forum is being established that will function similar to the Southeast Watershed Forum. The purpose of the forum will be to assist in stimulating cooperative efforts and providing a forum for technology and experience transfers. A kick-off meeting will be held in 2003.

· Bowling Green Storm Water Workshop – a half-day workshop was held on November 22, 2002 for the city and county officials from Bowling Green, Warren County, Glasgow, and Barren County. The purpose was to provide information about the program structure, watershed management principles, complications presented by karst geology, the duality of purpose for greenway development, and the status of Bowling Green’s effort to prepare an application.

· Stormwater Workshops for local officials were also provide by EPA, with participation by Kentucky Div. Of Water and the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. Full-day workshops were held at the Madisonville Community College on November 19, 2002 and the Lexington Ramada Inn on November 20, 2002. EPA explained the Phase II Storm Water Program requirements in detail. The KY Div. Of Water discussed the principles of Watershed Management and encouraged a holistic approach to protecting watershed health. The KY Transportation Cabinet, while responsible for its highways as an independent MS4, offered to partner with small MS4s as a co-permittee.

Current Issues 

· Bonnieville sewer project has received funding approval and should let contracts to construct by the end of 2002.

· Hydropower proposals for Green and Barren Rivers were briefly discussed. At the Joint Meeting with Consulting Agencies held in Frankfort on Nov. 7, 2002, Pat Neichter raised issue with the static dissolved oxygen (D.O.) threshold of 5.0 ppm for the temporary termination of turbine operation. He expressed concern that it allowed the opportunity for D.O. concentrations to be lowered to marginally acceptable levels without consideration for downstream demands or additional impediments. This could run afoul of anti-degradation regulations.

· A source water protection guidance document for mining areas is being proposed that will be aimed at providing a how-to guide for communities to petition for their watershed protection area to be deemed as lands unsuitable for mining.

· EPA is soliciting Initial Proposals (IPs) for Water Quality Cooperative Agreements under section 104(b)3 of the Clean Water Act. A total of $3.1 million is available and will be awarded in amounts from $10,000 to $500,000 each project that proposes unique and innovative approaches to NPDES program requirements. Special emphasis will be given to proposals that deal with wet weather activities (i.e. storm water, combined sewer overflows, sanitary serer overflows, and concentrated animal feeding operations, as well as projects that enhance the regulated community’s ability to deal with non-traditional pollution problems in priority watersheds. EPA estimates that 30 to 35 IP submitters will be asked to submit full applications. The guidance document and application instructions are available on the web at: http://www.water.ky.gov/dow/npsguide.htm. If you would like to participate in a cooperative-effort proposal, contact Dale Reynolds.
· Approximately $5 million in NPS funding is available for watershed restoration projects. There are at least 9 watersheds in the Lower Green/Tradewater Rivers watersheds where biological sampling was done during the 2001-2002 Basin Monitoring phase of our basin cycle. This offers the advantage of having data for use in targeting sub-watersheds for restoration and could also be used as pre-BMP data. If you would like to participate in a cooperative-effort proposal, contact Dale Reynolds.
Next Meeting: December 4, 2002

  

