MEETING NOTES FROM

GREEN-TRADEWATER RIVER BASIN TEAM MEETING

November 5, 2003

Location:
DNREP - Bowling Green Regional Office


1508 Westen Street, Bowling Green, KY  42102

Attendees: Anthony Velasco (USF&WS), Dale Reynolds (KDOW), Pat Neichter (USACOE), and Stephen Kellerman (KDWM).

Announcements:

· ADDs are preparing plans for pilot counties to initiate County-Wide Planning for Water and Wastewater Services. “Pilot County” planning for wastewater service areas has a December 31 deadline, and prioritization for both county planning committees and water management planning councils has a January 31, 2004 deadline.

· EPA has announced their PER Strategy. “The PER Strategy describes an ambitious partnership between EPA permitting and enforcement authorities, and their state counterparts, to improve the environmental effectiveness, efficiency, and fundamental integrity of the NPDES program.  It has three key components: (1) Permit prioritization:  Giving priority to issuance of the most environmentally significant permits in a watershed (2) Permit streamlining:  Encouraging practices that improve the efficiency
of permit issuance (3) Program integrity:  Using a management system to continuously assess and improve the performance of state and EPA permitting programs.”  A copy of the memo announcing the PER strategy is posted at http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/final_per_strategy.pdf 
· EPA's is requesting comments on their proposed regulation change to allow "Blending of effluent at Publicly Owned Sewage Treatment Plants" as a means of addressing the CSO problem some communities. The comment period ends 1/15/04. See proposal at http://oaspub.epa.gov/webi/meta_first_new2.try_these_first
· On 11/11/03, the City of Bowling Green is hosting a Soil & Erosion Control Workshop at the Parks and Recreation Building on Third Street starting at 8:30 a.m. 

· The Lower Green and Tradewater Watershed Watch Fall Conference will be held on 11/13 at Mt. St. Joe (west of Owensboro) 

· The Upper Green Watershed Watch Fall Conference will be held on 11/14 at the Faculty House on WKU campus.

Updates:

· The Bonnieville sewer project appears to be on track as the community moves to obtain all required easements and record them to allow them to be formally certified by their attorney. A step that must be completed shortly to keep from loosing a large portion of their funding. Also, the 2nd Annual Bacon Creek Heritage Day was held on Nov. 1. Although the weather was unusually good, a lack of advertising appears to have kept attendance low.

· Hartford/Centertown/Beaver Dam regional sewer appears to be proceeding forward; although both Beaver Dam and Hartford are asking for permission to upgrade their plants to help them meet their communities growth needs and compliance requirements.

· A CREP meeting has been requested by some of the team members. So Dale will poll the other monitoring group members to determine if sufficient interest in convening a meeting. One issue is to ascertain if additional funding may now be available for monitoring the Green River CREP area, and another is an update on CREP participation. 

· EPA has committed to providing two workshops on Best Management Practices for Source Water Protection areas in the Green and Tradewater Basins. One was held in Elizabethtown on 11/03/03, and the other will be held on 1/15/03 in Madisonville.

· Bowling Green’s Growth Readiness pilot program has been delayed due to a late start on preparing the program materials. The current schedule will have documents ready by January of 2004. TVA has issued a request to meet with the local officials in mid-November to discuss plans for proposed sites and practices. 

No changes were suggested or made to the current list of Targeted Watersheds. So, because each of these watersheds range from large to huge, a champion was chosen to formulate an outline of a concept for focusing on a manageable area and a known problem. These outlines will address: defining the water quality problem to be addressed; a skeletal plan for focusing on a sub-watershed (manageable portion of the HUC11 watershed) that will result in a measurable improvement within 1-2 years; and proposed approaches for: (a) stimulating local citizen involvement in establishing a taskforce to formulate a basin plan (what existing groups or individuals), (b) solicit funding, and (c) implement the plan.  The champions are:

· Bacon Creek - Dale Reynolds

· Green River at Munfordville - Judy Petersen

· Tradewater below Dawson Springs - Lee/Aloma Dew

· Green River Lake (PCB problem area) - Pat Neichter

As the taskforces evolve and work towards their goals, the RBT members will be asked to provide assistance, as needed, to the taskforces’ efforts.

Our next meeting will be January 7th.

Visit our website at http://KyWatersheds.org for news/ mapping tools/ funding directory/ RBT info

