Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings

Minutes

October 10, 2001
Location: Barren River District Health Department

1109 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42102

Bowling Green, KY

Time: 9:30 C.T.

 

Attendees:

Barbara Baumgardner, UK - Superfund Program

Chip Kraus, BRDHD

Dale Reynolds, KY DOW

Pat Neichter, US ACOE

Ritchie Taylor, WKU

Announcements:

1. Meeting to be convened (date TBA) at Mammoth Cave Park (MCNP) to address an RFP from USGS Eastern Division under their State Partnership Program. The project must involve research and/or information management relating to ecological restoration. Preferred budget range will be $30,000-$50,000. Proposals should be for science-based projects that demonstrate innovative strategies for

· restoring biological diversity,

· reestablishing lost ecosystem functions/services in degraded terrestrial, aquatic, or marine habitats,

· developing sampling methods or designs to evaluate the effectiveness and the costs-benefits of restoration efforts and alternatives, or

· enhancing the availability and dissemination of information and knowledge relating to restoration science.

MCNP has suggested that it be a study related to the reintroduction of the river otter to the Green River within MCNP. Anyone interested in this or another biodiversity project please contact Dale ASAP to schedule the organizational meeting. Pre-proposal deadline Nov. 1, 2001.

· Dale is spearheading a proposal for Nonpoint Source (NPS) 2002 funding to develop and implement a statewide watershed/NPS education campaign. An organizational meeting will be scheduled during the week of Oct. 15th (date and location TBA). Please contact Dale if you wish to participate.

· A group from WKU is preparing a proposal to NSF on nutrient transport. The proposal will focus on nutrient loading and sources in selected sub-watersheds of the Upper Green River. Progress reports will follow.

· Dale and Judy Petersen attended a meeting convened by Hart County Judge Executive (Terry Shelton) of agencies and organizations to establish a coordinated effort to address the impaired streams in Hart County. No follow-up meeting has been scheduled yet.

· The Bacon Creek Council will meet on Nov. 1 at 4 p.m. to review the amended engineering plans and financial estimates. A public hearing for Bonnieville residents will be held at 6 p.m. to obtain public approval for submission to the state.

Guest Speaker:

Ms. Barbara Baumgardner (UK - Superfund Basic Research Program) spoke to the team about their on-going projects and her task to disseminate knowledge gained from their research. Program aims are to develop methods to detect contamination in the community, devise safe remediation techniques, and educate the public of safety procedures that will help protect them. The program is currently focusing on bench-scale research projects and targeting communities in the vicinity of major Superfund cleanup sites for educational outreach.

Forming Task Forces:

At the last meeting the team members agreed that prototype Watershed Taskforces should be setup in Hart County, since it is actively seeking assistance with its impaired streams. The Bacon Creek Council (which is a prototype taskforce) that is assisting Bonnieville with their sewage problem has been operating very successfully for a couple of months.

This month the team decided to form the initial taskforce(s) in the Bacon Creek Watershed, Hart County, and use that experience to establish future taskforces in other parts of Hart County first and then throughout the G/T watershed. Due to the limited attendance, this plan is subject to change as more team members weigh in on the subject.

Next RBT meeting: 9:30 a.m. (CT) at BRDHD on Nov. 7th, 2001 (not the 14th as misstated at meeting). 
