Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
7/26/01
 

The meeting was conducted at Hancock Biological Center with 12 steering committee members attending. Present were:
 

Robert Wise, Watershed Coordinator, 4RBT
David Dreves, Ky. Fish & wildlife
Pete Kopcsak, Cumberland River Compact
Tony Lucino, Ky. Div. of Forestry
Bob Johnson, Jackson Purchase R.C.& D Foundation
Joe Devers, Ky. Div. of Water
Jim Siress, Marshall Co.Health Dept.
Richard Starkey, TVA
Joe Primicias, Purchase ADD
Jane Benson, MARC/MSU
Kevin Murphy, Paducah/McCracken JSA
Vechere Lampley, Corps.Of Engineers, Nashville, Tenn.
Introductions were made and the following announcements made:
1. Richard Starkey stated there would be an open house on a pesticide containment facility July 31.  Call him if interested in attending. 

2. Kevin Murphy announced that the Ohio River Sweep would be held Saturday, July 28, 8:00 am at the Paducah riverfront.  Fish fry for workers to follow. 

Jim Siress, Marshall Co. Health Dept, gave an update on the Pirates Cove Project. Over $30,000 has been received from the Homeowners Association but the $25,000 pledged by TVA has not yet arrived. Bids will be accepted soon from contractors for 5000 linear feet of sewer line and a lagoon system with a wetland. The total project is expected to cost around $220,000.

Bob Johnson, Jackson Purchase R.C.&D Foundation, reported on the Obion Creek Corridor demonstration project near Fulton, Ky. The Div. of Water is funding this project on Fish and Wildlife property for 7000 feet. The channel is totally silted in; it will be opened up and meanders restored.

Mr. Johnson also discussed the Basin Status Report reprinting project. Printing costs will run $12,500 for 40,000 copies. We still need either money to pay for the distribution or acquire a sponsor to handle the process. . Jim Siress and Richard Starkey are to check on the distribution process. Kevin Murphy is to talk with a representative from the Paducah Sun about assistance with this activity.

Our guest speaker, Vechere Lampley, Corps. of Engineers, Nashville, spoke on the Lower Cumberland River Stabilization Project as well as other Corps. projects that can be "cost shared". She said that for the Corps. to be involved in ecosystem restoration, "the Corps. has to be part of the problem." Islands may qualify under certain conditions.

The Streambank Stabilization Project below Barkley Dam is a 6.2 million dollar project involving money from the Corps. as well as private industry, public utilities, Livingston, Lyon, and Crittenden Counties. The Corps. has been observing 30 miles of the Lower Cumberland River over a five-year period. They found 3 – 4 miles near mussel beds that would directly benefit from streambank stabilization. Economic benefits were also factored in.

Robert Wise, 4RBT Watershed Coordinator, suggested Mayfield Creek and the Red Duck Creek tributary be considered as a project for a $5,000 mini-grant from KWA. The steering committee asked that the proposed project be discussed with KWA and that it be brought up again at the September meeting when a KWA representative is present.

Kevin Murphy, JSA, discussed Paducah’s Noble Park combined storm water outfall.
They are trying to find $2 million to assist with the project. He asked that the 4RBT office write a letter to Congressmen Whitfield and McConnell in support of this project as a line item grant.
Pete Kopcsak, Cumberland River Compact, reminded everyone of the Red River meeting to be conducted this evening and how important this watershed is to both Kentucky and to Tennessee. It is hoped a focus group will be started in the near future for the Red River.

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
