Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
MINUTES 
UNITED STATES FISH  & WILDLIFE SERVICE OFFICE 

BENTON, KY. 
JUNE 12, 2003 
  
A regular meeting of the Four Rivers Basin Team was conducted at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office at Benton, Ky. on June 12, 2003, with the following present: 
Robert Wise                     Four Rivers Basin Team 

Jane Benson                    MARC / Murray State University 

Kevin Murphy                  Joint Sewer Agency 

Robbie Barks                   Purchase Area Development District 

Charles R. Dailey             Meade / Westvaco 

Rick Huffines                   US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Rob Miller                        Ky. Division of Water 

Tom Forsythe                  TVA (Retired) 

Bob Johnson                   Jackson Purchase R C & D Foundation 

Billy Smith                      TVA / Ky. Watershed Team 

  
After the initial welcome and roundtable introductions made, the following announcements were given: 
Billy Smith stated that the Clean Boating Campaign was postponed until June 29th.  There will be a shoreline demonstration project at Bee Springs in September. 
Kevin Murphy stated that the Orsanco Ohio Riversweep at Paducah is postponed until June 21st due to high water. He also stated the JSA is still doing CSO sampling.  The Orsanco aquarium will be in Paducah the 3rd weekend in September. 
Rob Miller brought the 303d list on disk if anyone needs a copy.  Also he stated that WRP wetland money increased this year. 
Robert Wise stated that there will be a Kentucky Watershed Roundtable at Lexington; everyone is encouraged to come and participate.  Also there is a new watershed group organized at Mayfield for Mayfield Creek. 

At this point, the meeting proceeded to various presentations. 
Bob Johnson reported that Pirates Cove is ready to accept bids for work this summer. 

The Obion Creek project is moving along.  Dr. Art Parola from the University of Louisville is doing the design work.  The Obion in this area is a braided stream and access is very limited because it is a wetland.  They will work on 6000’ of channel with a $236,000 grant and will receive 

$76,000  extra for “in-lieu” funds. 
Billy Smith, representing the Basin Team in my absence, reported on his trip concerning the Mississippi River Survey.  The Mississippi Commission met at Cape Girardeau on the Corps of Engineers’ boat.  The program consisted of presentations on various needs along certain stretches of the Mississippi River. The boat traveled from Cape to Cairo, Ill. 
Ray Dailey stated that research is ongoing for Fat Pocketbook mussels and pallied sturgeon. If mussels and/or sturgeon are found, a stretch of water may be named as “outstanding resource waters”. 
Rick Huffines, Refuge Manager, gave a presentation concerning the Clarks River Refuge. The refuge now has 7000+ acres and will grow to 18,000 acres.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service only purchases land from willing sellers.   Presently, monitoring is being done on migrating songbirds and waterfowl.  Some water control structures were installed and shore bird management is ongoing.  The refuge is open to hunting and fishing according to state regulations. They have a grant of $50,000 to construct hiking trails and observation towers.  They would like to install more facilities for wildlife watching and hiking in the future. 
The refuge is still acquiring more land, about four to five hundred acres per year and will need more staff as the refuge grows.  They are moving past the initial public relations phase and land acquisition and into land management.  Information is available on the first fish aquatic study and water quality analysis. There is a lot of diversity in Clarks River 

Four- wheeler activity on the refuge has been stopped, for the most part. 

Atrazine is no longer used on refuge farm operations. 

A comprehensive land conservation plan, a twenty-year document, for the refuge will be developed in the future. 
This refuge reports to the Atlanta Regional Office but there is now an ecological services office in Frankfort for needed Kentucky permits. 
Rob Miller spoke to us about the Red River Watershed Association submitting a 319  grant proposal for planning with $200,000 being awarded for the Kentucky portion of the Red River.  He has also been checking with county NRCS about needs along the Red, one which may be a pesticide handling facility. 
Clarks River may need bank stabilization in places.  If we can identify some specific locations and develop a project, we can apply for a grant. 
Priority stream plans are being developed on the Red and Clarks Rivers now but are in very rough draft stages at this time. 
Following general discussion and questions, the meeting adjourned at noon.
