Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
April 18, 2000

The meeting was held at the Corps of Engineers office conference room at Lake City, Ky. The attached lists those present.

Robert Wise, Basin Coordinator, introduced two new Basin Team members – Eric Phillips with the Ky. Western Waterland and Jere McCuiston, Department for Emergency Management, Hopkinsville, Ky. Mr. McCuiston is also a farmer in our Basin area.

Mr. Wise announced that water sampling with most of the agencies began in April and would continue throughout the summer months.

A brief presentation was given on the watershed framework document providing an overview on its contents and how it evolved. Copies of this document were distributed.

Objectives and the role of the Basin Team were discussed. It was noted that the primary role of the team is to be the guiding force in establishing goals and to ensure the objectives listed in the framework document are met.

The Status Report was discussed with favorable comments given by the team members. The Jonathan Creek Data indicated a problem which was discussed. The problem was marked "unknown"; Mr. Wise explained this was because the information was biological and not chemical. The biological information revealed there was a problem but it is not known what the problem is. After a chemical analysis is completed, the problem can then be identified.

Another problem noted was the lack of pump-outs on Barkley and Kentucky Lakes. This has an impact both environmentally and economically. Comments by out–of–state tourists indicate they are appalled at the sight of human waste floating in the water around the large marinas. Area health departments are aware of this problem but cannot pinpoint which boats are releasing waste products. Also causing confusion are the conflicts between the state and the federal regulations regarding the dumping of black water from watercraft in the Barkley Lake and Kentucky Lake channels. It is believed this pumping of boat sewage may be the cause of the fecal coliform problem on the lakes, which is identified in the Status Report.

A second printing of the Status Report in a newsprint form, which would be disseminated through the news media, was brought up. Estimated cost is $10,000. Don Swearingen is to follow up and get back to the Team as soon as possible.

Several Team projects were discussed with the 4 Rivers Basin Team web page being of primary interest to the group. A web page would contain the Status Report or, a part of it could be put on the web with a reference as to where a paper copy could be obtained. Bob Johnson and Eric Phillips will present more information concerning web page management at the next meeting.
The possibility of producing a CD for distribution to high school science departments for viewing by interested students and teachers as well as the production of a video along with the design of a display board to be used at conventions, conferences, and other events to promote the Basin Team objectives and watershed management were further explored. No action taken.

The next meeting will be at the Corps of Engineers office conference room May 31, 2000, at Lake City, Ky., at 9:30 a.m.

Meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM.
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