4 Rivers Basin Team Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 03/272008 Meeting Time: 9:30 am

Location: MSU Hancock Biological Station

Agenda attached.

15 Attendees: 
Nathan Hicklin -  The Nature Conservancy


Ryan McCafferty – Calloway County conservation District


Dianna Angle – Marshall County NRCS


Paul Maron  - Strand Associates


Andrew Esarey- Strand Associates


Andy Eller – US FWS Clarks River NWR


Gaye Brewer -  DOW


Tyler Reagan – The Nature Conservancy


Rob Miller -  DOW Upper Cumberland


Ray Daily – NewPage Cooperation


Adam Scott – Purchase Area Development Dist.


Jane Benson -  MSU MARC


Chris Miller – KY Dept of Ag


Allan Kyle – KY Dept of Ag


Bob Johnson – Jackson Purchase RC&D
Announcements
No new announcements from any of the attendees

Jackson Purchase Basin & Lower Cumberland River Basin Updates:

Precision Agriculture: N. Hicklin reported that most all of the data has been collected of to 07 harvest data.  Will continue once 08 data is received.

Obion Creek/Bayou de Chien Watershed Update: N Hicklin reported that The Nature Conservancy has received at State Wildlife Grant for implementation of BMP throughout the Obion Creek and Bayou de Chien watersheds.  Hicklin also reported that he has worked with KDFWR to put together a proposal for a new CRP program.  The new program is called State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).  The SAFE program will provide landowners with extra incentives to enroll into the program.
Cane Creek: N. Hicklin announced that all sampling is completed and reported that Strand Associates are continuing to write the WBP.

Strand Associates Watershed Based Plan (WBP) presentation for Clarks River:  Paul Maron and Andrew Esarey from Strand Associates presented the WBP for Clarks River.  Strand reported that the data showed major pollutants/problems where E-Coli and Total Dissolved Solids  and Temperature.  They stated that Nitrogen and Phosphorus were not MAJOR issues.  Strand was open to discussion about possible sources of pollution and encouraged discussions about revisions and/or corrections in the WBP.  The Basin Team members were in agreement that streambank erosion and gully erosion are problems throughout the basin and should be addressed in the WBP.
The Team determined that DNA sampling should be investigate to see if it could determine if the high E. Coli counts during wet weather were fro animal or human sources.  This sampling, if financially feasible, should happen immediately. 

Lower Cumberland Basin Updates
Pleasant Grove: Hicklin reported that the scheduled meeting in March was postponed to April 11 and would have a new update at the next Basin Team Meeting.

Livingston Creek: Hicklin reported that he had spoke with Shelly Morris and she had no new updates.
Discussion:

Hicklin reported that people can call and submit initial interest for upcoming 319 grants.  Jan. 30, 2009 will be the deadline for 319 grants.  Those funded will be announced May of 09 and will receive funding in Sept. of 09. 

The River Sweep by ORSANCO June 21st and the River Sweep by the Rivers Industry folks June 6th folks seem to overlap greatly. Discussions were to somehow coordinate these events the same day. 
The DOW plan to convert the Four River Basin Coordinator to a paid state position instead of the very successful contract arrangement was discussed.  The consensus of the group was keeping the basin team coordinator as a Foundation person works best and the Foundation should remain under MOA with the DOW.  
Basin Team Meeting Agenda

Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY
Thursday, March 27 at 9:30 am

Welcome
Nathan Hicklin, TNC, Basin Coordinator

Introductions
Announcements

Jackson Purchase Basin Updates: 


Obion Creek/Bayou de Chien Watershed Update

Paul Maron WBP presentation, Strand Associates



Cane Creek 319(h) project



Clarks River 319(h) project
Precision Agriculture

Lower Cumberland Basin Updates:



Pleasant Grove 319(h) project


Livingston Creek
Discussion:


319 Grants Update


Ohio River Sweep

Closing Comments
Adjourn

