Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
Purchase Area Development District
January 30, 2003
The Four Rivers Basin Team conducted a meeting at the Purchase Area Development District 
on January 30, 2003, with the following present:
 

Noel Perkins – Purchase Area Development District
Jim Siress – Marshall County Health Dept.
Don Swearingen – Atofina Chemicals
Robert Wise – Four Rivers Basin Team
Rob Miller – Ky. Division of Water
Billy Smith – TVA, Ky. Watershed Team
Dave Cash – Corps. Of Engineers, Memphis District
Tom Forsythe – Retired – TVA
Jane Benson – Murray State University/ MARC
Ryan Oster – Kentucky Dept. Fish & Wildlife
Robbie Barks – Purchase Area Development
Mark Davis – Purchase Area Development
Judy Hallisey – United States Forest Service, LBL
Robert Johnson – Jackson Purchase R.C. & D.
Kevin Murphy – Paducah /McCracken Co.  Joint Sewer Agency
Ray Dailey – Meade/ Westvaco
The following announcements were made:
Billy Smith stated that the Bee Springs Shoreline Stabilization Project is progressing.  This is
an multiple agency project along with local businesses cooperating with cost share for the 
project.  They are using gabion baskets and bank armoring to protect against wave erosion. 
Noel Perkins stated there will be a Water Management Council meeting at the ADD on
February 5, 2003, at 10:00AM.  
Kevin Murphy indicated the JSA proposes to bring the Ohio River Aquarium to Paducah for a 
few days this summer at a cost of $1000 per day.  Needed are donors/participants for this 
public education project.  Contact Kevin for further information.  
Jim Siress stated the Marshall County Health Dept. needs a chemist or microbiologist for the
lab at Hardin.  For further information or if anyone is interested, please call Jim 
Don Becker said Kentucky will have its first Watershed Roundtable in Lexington,  8/20/03.  
Bob Wise read excerpts from a memo concerning watershed team support from the EPA,
Atlanta office.  
After announcements, a presentation was given by Robbie Barks on Water Susceptibility 
Studies and Source Water Area Protection Plans that the Purchase ADD was doing under 
contract for the Ky. Division of Water.  The surface water sources were ones of concern and 
in the Purchase ADD District, Paducah has the only surface water intake.  There are several 
more in the Pennyrile Development District which is also in the Four Rivers Basin Area.  
Another presentation was given by Don Becker, TVA, on a program they are developing for 
Growth Readiness . This TVA-designed program is set up to recruit new industry, conduct
environmental reviews on industrial sites to identify possible environmental problems on sites
within the Tennessee Valley.  The program looks at sustainable development and BMP’s for 
urban growth to protect water quality.  This information is provided to industrial developers and 
engineers.  In addition they are also working with Growth Ordinances.  There is a meeting at 
Western State University, Bowling Green, Ky. on  February 11, 2003 to continue working with 
the Growth Readiness Program.  For more information contact Don Becker.  
Dave Cash, Corps. Of Engineers, stated that Mayfield Creek, Obion Creek, and Bayou de 
Chein are the main streams going to the Mississippi River and are the streams that the 
Memphis office has jurisdiction over.  He discussed the Lower Mississippi River Consortium 
and its goals to enhance the environment along the Mississippi River.  Presently they are 
trying to get the land that borders the Mississippi out of agriculture and back into forests and 
wetlands.  Also, along with the Ky. Department of Fish & Wildlife they are presently working 
to construct a public access ramp on the Mississippi in Carlisle County.
 

The Mayfield Creek project which was completed in Ballard County in the early 90’s has  

washed out and needs repair.  Farmers and other landowners are upset over the problem but  

the Corps. are working on the design correction and something will be done in the future.  In  

addition, Dave announced there will be a Mississippi River Public Meeting, April 7, 2003, 
9:00AM on the boat, the “Motor Vessel Mississippi” at Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  
Rob Miller, Ky. Division of Water shared that the Red River, Clarks River, Bayou de Chein are 
the Basin’s primary streams.  The Claylick Creek and Cumberland River at Vicksburg should 
be designated as streams of special concern because of the Nature Conservancy project in 
that area.  That project should address the concerns there.
  
The Basin Team Coordinator needs to develop a watershed plan for the three primary streams 
by fall of this year.  The needs and issues for the plan will be identified and discussed at our 
next meeting.  
Bob Wise presented an overview of the Clarks River proposed “319 project” and why the 
project proposal was dropped.  
Jane Benson received an award from USFS/LBL for her work with them on a large GIS 
database.  Her work went through all reviews without a hitch and no problems.  Congratulations
to Ms. Benson. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45AM.
