Four Rivers Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
9:30 A.M., January 28, 2000
Hancock Biological Station, Aurora, London, KY
Attendees:
 

Billy F. Smith, Jr., TN Valley Authority, Golden Pond
Bob Johnson, Purchase RC&D Foundation, Mayfield
Charlie Seay, Purchase District Health Department
David White, Hancock Biological Station, Murray
Jane Benson, Murray State Univ., Murray
Jim Siress, Marshall County Health Dept.
Kevin Murphy, Paducah McCracken County Joint Sewer District
Lee Colten, Division of Water, Frankfort
Robert Dunn, Marshall County Health Dept.
Charlie Turner, Pennyrile RC&D
Robert Wise, Jackson Purchase RC&D
Rick Huffines, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Brian Williams, Pennyrile District Health Dept.
Steve Alcott, NRCS, Calloway County
Margo Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact
Randy Hjetland, KY Division of Foresty

Announcements/Comments
· Billy Smith: Daniel Kekker, of US Forest Service in Atlanta, will try to attend a future meeting given their new role in managing the LBL. 
· Bob Johnson: USDA/NRCS has hired a coordinator to deal with watershed and water quality issues on a statewide basis. 
· Bob Wise: has a new mailing address at 3434 Loveless Road,
Paducah, KY 42001, and a new email of bob.wise@rcdnet.org 
· Bob Johnson: the Four Rivers Watershed Watch is scheduled to sample 66 sites in the Four Rivers region. The McKnight Foundation recently paid a site visit to review their proposal for a grant indicating they have made the short list. 
Monitoring Plan

Lee Colten began the meeting by updating everyone on the progress of the monitoring plan. The monitoring plan is coming along with sections being updated from the Salt and Licking plan, used as a template. The only work remaining is to finish identification of the groundwater quality and surface biological monitoring sites. These will then be transferred to a GIS and database for completion of the plan.

Basin Status Report
Once again, there was considerable discussion on the printing and distribution of the Basin Status Report. Charlie Turner investigated the costs and distribution numbers at the Hopkinsville press. They could print and distribute about 15,500 copies of one-color documents at $4,488, two-color for about $5,000, with a distribution cost of about $930. This contrasts to the 33,000 distribution of the Paducah paper (about $12,000 for one-color and $15,000 for 2-color, printing and distribution included). Still, the issue of money came up. The Division of Water is covering the bill for the initial 8000 copies, but no one has found an alternative funding source for the newspaper distribution method. Don Swearingen was to investigate, but was not present to provide an update.

Margo Farnsworth offered to write a Middle Cumberland (TN side of basin) text section to complement the centerfold information. Lee said that this could be inserted into the document for subsequent printings and for web publication. [Update: Margo has completed a draft of this text. Because of added page costs, it can not be included in the current printing. (An additional 4 pages and 2000 copies would cost about $4,000 extra, under the Division of Water's existing contract.) 
 

However, Lee will complete this printing and revisit the editing of this publication in March to insert the Middle Cumberland text, maps, and graphics for publication on the web and prepare for future printings. Thanks Margo.]

Mike L____ [Sorry, I didn't get his name], of Image Graphics, has been invited to the next River Basin Team meeting to advise us on printing and publishing issues.

Lee passed out copies of the draft status report along with color copies of the document and maps. There was considerable discussion on the layout and content of the status report. Numerous suggestions were made and Lee made notes on his mark-up copy.

The group gradually went through the draft of the Cumberland Basin Status Report. The following questions were addressed:  Overall organization, layout, and headers: in general, everyone liked the organization. Some adjustments were suggested to the headers, especially at idea transitions. Bob Johnson agreed to provide suggestions for transition points to possibly be marked by drop-caps or bold "idea words."

Numerous typographical errors and omissions were corrected.
  
Regarding the center fold map and use support data, it was suggested that the middle Cumberland data, being very crowded, should spill over onto the next page with the Four Rivers use support data.

Photographs ideas were selected for all spots in the document.  Everyone agreed to email photographs, agency logos, and any other edits by February 4.

Lee stated that he would make changes as fast as possible. If the software problems could be corrected, he hoped to place a PDF formatted version of the document on the web and email the address to all team member for one last review.

The document needs to get to Gateway Press by mid-February, as the bid expires at the end of February.

[Note: another draft is being sent out today (2/10/00) with a February 16, 2000 comment deadline.]
Assignments

Those present agreed to provide pictures in electronic format and text edits to Lee by the 4th of February. 


Let me know if there are needed changes.  March 8, 2000 

