Four Rivers Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
 

January 18, 2001
 

Attendees:
J. Benson, MARC – MSU; Lee Colton, Div. of Water; J. Devers; Div. of Water; C. Dorman, Ky. Water Alliance; M. Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact; Robert Johnson, Jackson Purchase Foundation; T. Luciano, Ky. Div. of Forestry; R. Miller, Div. of Water; J. Primicias, Purchase ADD; J. Siress,, Marshall Co. Health Dept; B. Smith, TVA; B. Sneed, Corps of Engineers; D. Stevenson, Trigg Co. Health Dept; D. Swearingen, Elf-Atochem; P. Whaley, MSU; and R. Wise, Coordinator, 4 Rivers Basin Team

Following introductions, we were welcomed to the MARC Center on the Murray State University campus by Dr. Thomas Kind. A tour was provided by Jane Benson and other staff members of the Global Information System (GIS) facility. Maps, specialized cameras, and aerial equipment utilized by the GIS were displayed and demonstrated for the group during a tour of the lab. It was a most informative and interesting tour that would have benefited all members of the Basin Team.
Updated information on the 4RBT was provided by Robert Wise, Coordinator. 4RBT is where it should be within the framework guidelines as we are entering the third year of our program. This year a major goal will be to develop "focus groups" across the Basin Area. The first meeting is scheduled Jan. 30th at Elkton. Also, contacts are being made in the Christian and Trigg Co. areas.

The Status Report reprint is still being worked on by the team and progress is being made.
Rob Miller, London Office, Upper Cumberland Basin, said the "2000 305b report is now available". He is working also on the Watershed Action Plan Guide which will be a steering document for basin team groups. He will meet with the CRC and TEDC to see about working together across state lines.

Lee Colten, Frankfort Office, said he now has a full compliment of coordinators. They will be meeting at Lake Cumberland State Park to work on how to develop and manage basin teams.
He also stated a guidance document, which will point to existing information and organizations or resources, is now being developed. Also, guidelines for awarding grants used by the coordinators are changing, thus making the applications more competitive.

Jim Siress, Marshall Co. Health Dept. said that contracts are being finalized in Atlanta for the Pirates Cove Project. They should know within 2 – 3 weeks if the grant application will be successful. Dave Harmon, Frankfort DOW, did an on-site evaluation at Pirates Cove of the leaking septic tanks. If the $225,000 grant is awarded, it will be a "demo project" that the state will look at for consideration at other sites.

Mr. Siress also stated that, "at Heron Cove, four new treatment plants at individual homes are using recycle plants".

Clark Dorman, KWA, discussed a possible joint project with the KWA and the basin teams. KWA has some "319"grant money to develop watershed community task forces which would focus on small watersheds that are in danger or in need of immediate attention. One goal is to form a citizens’ council to address the project. Up to $5,000.00 per watersheds, comprised of up to 25 square miles of watershed area, would be allocated. It is felt a minimum of at least 10 citizens should form the task force. The 4RBT was asked to suggest a small project, with the focus of the project being a stream on the "303d" list.

Margo Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact (CRC), said the Red River meetings for focus groups will meet in Elkton and Adairville this month. The center of the Red River watershed is Adams , Tenn. Quality and quantity issues will be discussed.

Billy Smith, TVA, stated a workshop will be held March 22, 2001, to work on Best
Management Plans of non-point sources. There is a $35.00 registration fee; the workshop will be at Montgomery – Bell St. Park. Planners also need to attend.

Robert Johnson, Jackson Purchase Foundation, shared that they still have $3,000.00 for stormwater drain stenciling that needs to be used by April. Contact him for further information.
Joe Primicias, Purchase ADD, said the water operators in the PADD discussed Senate Bill 409. They will have to have all their management areas in one plan by 2020; merging is encouraged. Also discussed was putting several systems in groups. The PADD water operators will meet again by March to draw map of proposed groups with input from all of the water districts.

Meeting adjourned.

Next meeting will be Feb.15. at Hancock Biological Center, 9:30 AM.
