Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
January 17, 2002
 

The Four Rivers Basin Team conducted a meeting at Hancock Biological Center with the following persons present:
Robert Wise, Four Rivers Basin Team
Jim Siress, Marshall Co.Health Dept.
Joe Devers, Div. of Water
Randy Hjetland, Div. of Forestry,
Gary Jenkins, TVA
David Dreves, Dept. Fish and Wildlife
Lee Colten, Div. of Water
Rob Miller, Div. of Water
Margo Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact
Jane Benson, MARC/MSU
Bob Johnson, Jackson Purchase R.C.&D
Billy Smith, TVA
Kevin Murphy, JSA
The following announcements were made:
· Bob Wise stated funds are still needed to distribute the Basin Report. 

· 319 grant applications for fiscal year 02 and 03 are due now. 

· There will be a COE study done on Clarks River to abate flooding at Benton. Four Rivers Basin Team is trying to find out when and where the study committee is meeting so we can be part of that group. 

· Lee Colten announced the Division of Water has a new director, Jeff Pratt. 

· He stated Senate Bill, SCR 17, a bill for the watershed task force setup, is proceeding through the legilature. At this time DOW does not know where the bill came from or why. He also said Jane Eller, Environmental Education Programs Coordinator, has proposal to conduct a statewide watershed education campaing. Lee also challenged the basin teams to adapt projects that move streams off the 303b list and get straight pipes out of streams. It was suggested to get what can be done be accomplished this calendar year. 

  

· Kevin Murphy, JSA has their methane recovery project on track at the sewer plant. 

· A federal grant for CSO and SSO abatements for wastewater is being submitted. 

· A seminar will be held January 29, in Franklin, TN, on nutrient loading and a watershed watch meeting will be held February 12. 

· Bob Johnson said there is a $300,000 COE project on Mayfield Creek Weir site to correct a project that failed. 

· The Reidland High School Erosion Control Project is pursuing a 319 grant. This is to be used to correct an erosion problem that is washing sediment into Clarks River from the Reidland High School Soccer Complex. 

· Billy Smith announced that Richard Starkey from TVA and a member of the Basin Team has retired.  There will be a luncheon at Paris, TN. Feb. 1st. 

· Also, the Cumberland River Compact and TVA will have a workshop on Common Sense Development on March 27 -- 29, 2002 at Nashville, Tenn. 

· TVA and Bee Springs Resort will have a demonstration on erosion control March 21,2002, at Bee Springs Resort. 

· Margo Farnsworth stated that the Red River Watershed Assn. had a stream clean up, which covered six sites. 

· A tree planting day is planned for the riparian areas. 

· Tennessee has applied for a grant in name of the Red River Watershed Assn. for a stream site assessment. 

· They are also doing sediment monitoring. Margo will send the data to us. 

· Jim Siress shared that Pirates Cove project is now receiving bids for construction. 

· They are going to try to open bids this week. The Homeowners Assn. is still trying to acquire additional property for the lagoon area. They want to start moving dirt within a month, weather permitting. We will need to submit another grant proposal to finish the project in Phase 2. 

· Randy Hjetland said Tony Luciano is retiring and that future mail and information should come to him. 

Rob Miller and Lee Colten conducted the rest of the meeting which concerned the information to be used in ranking streams. This information concerned the various categories and the weighing process.
· Rob Miller discussed the HUC 11 ranking formula and provided handouts with basin maps. 

· The team decided to eliminate the coal mining category because we have no coal mining in our basin. However, we did include other mining such as gravel, rock, clay, etc. 

· Mr. Miller also stated that the 305b data would be out in May. The information provided tells if the streams are good, fair, poor, and which ones should be cleaned up. 

· The 303d list is due in May, 2002. The team decided to do a medium, low, and high ranking for potential impact and protection score. 

Meeting concluded at noon. The next meeting will be March 21, 2002, at Hancock Biological Center, time to be announced. We will try to coordinate this meeting with the show-me project at Bee Springs Resort for those who want to attend.
