4 Rivers Basin Team Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 04/05/07

Meeting Time: 9:00 am

Location: PADD Office, Mayfield, KY

Agenda attached.

16 Attendees: Sign in sheet attached. 

Announcements:
B Johnson announced two upcoming events in Paducah:

-Storm Drain Stenciling in downtown Paducah, Saturday, April 14, 7-10 a.m.

-Greater Paducah Sustainability Project Recycling Day at Kroger on Park Ave, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Saturday, April 21.  This is a multi-partner event.  Collections include plastic, aluminum, mixed paper, newspaper, printer cartridges, cell phones, eye glasses, lead-acid batteries, & e-scrap (computers, monitors, keyboards, printers).  No appliances or TVs will be accepted.
J Miller reminded the group of the Floodplain Management 101 Training to be held on Thursday April 26 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Marshall County Library on Poplar St in Benton, KY.  The training is free and is presented by FEMA and hosted by the City of Benton.  RSVP to Duane Hawes (duane.hawes@ky.gov) or Lois Cunningham (lcunningham@cityofbenton.org).

J Miller announced the availability of two competitive grants.  Ecological Impacts from the Interactions of Climate Change, Land Use Change & Invasive Species: A Joint Research Solicitation from EPA & USDA, total program funding of $2.5M, due date: 6/26/07.  The second is an EPA grant, Development & Evaluation of Innovative Approaches to the Quantitative Assessment of Pathogens & Cyanobacteria & Their Toxins in Drinking Water, total program funding of $3.6M, due date 7/10/07.  Handouts with more information about the grants were provided.
J. Miller brought the following publications for distribution:
KY Erosion Prevention & Sediment Control Field Guide

Riparian Restoration & Streamside Erosion Control Handbook (provided by APSU)
KY Watershed Management Framework Document
Basin Status Report      
B. Johnson reported that there will be a delay in updating the basin status reports because the updated maps provided by KDOW will not be ready this year.

Guest Speaker: Dale Reynolds- KY Growth Readiness Presentation
Dale gave an informative presentation on KY Growth Readiness, which looks at how water quality can impact a community’s potential to grow.  The program also looks at different ways that water quality impacts can be addressed that will assist community development and help avoid environmental degradation.         

Some of highlights of the presentation were illustrations of the impacts that varying levels of impervious cover (parking lots, roads, etc.) have on our streams and waterways.  Watersheds with >5% impervious cover show degraded streams, loss of land (bank sloughing), silting and sedimentation, intense flooding and other impacts to water quality.  
Other points of interest included innovative ways to address these problems such as reworking ordinances that require a fixed number of parking spaces per square foot of retail space, different parking lot designs that eliminate curbs, the use of retention basins, the use of pervious concrete, and engineering designs that emphasize natural filtration and natural controls rather than storm water diversion.      
A brief discussion followed the presentation.  Two types of growth readiness training are available.  One is introductory (similar to what Dale presented) and the other is implementation-based.  Introductory presentations that explain the growth readiness concept and are tailored to specific groups (developers, city planners, homeowners, or agricultural producers) can be requested through the basin coordinator or Kristen Dunaway, the program coordinator (ksduna02@louisville.edu or (502) 777-5429).   

J. Miller announced that KDOW-Frankfort was looking for communities that would be interested in free growth readiness implementation training.  The hands-on, multi-phased training involves working with city or county officials to show how to incorporate and implement growth readiness programs in their communities.  Interested communities can contact their basin coordinator or Lee Colton, KDOW in Frankfort (502-564-3410).   
Jackson Purchase Basin & Lower Cumberland River Basin Updates:  
Cane Creek- N. Hicklin reported that the final dry sampling and wet weather sampling events may not have to be conducted.  Strand & Associates are currently assessing the data to determine whether the additional information is needed.  FRWW data will also be used.  S. Morris reported that she has completed the Cane Creek macro-invertebrate sampling and the results will be ready next week.
Clarks River- B. Johnson reported that the final wet weather sampling event may not need to be conducted.  The decision to sample will be made after Strand & Associates have reviewed the data collected to date.  Also, watershed education is needed for both the Cane Creek & Clarks River projects.  S. Morris reported that macro-invertebrate sampling for Clarks River will be starting soon.  
Precision Agriculture- B. Johnson reported that the project involves 40 participants in 8 counties.  This is the 3rd year of the program.  It is likely the best results will be seen with the reduction in application of anhydrous ammonia.  In addition to decreasing NPS pollution, the program will likely help increase yields as well.      
Livingston Creek- S. Morris reported that the 2008 NPS grant proposal is due May 18. After discussion with Brooke & Jim at KDOW, the size of the watershed that the proposal targets, is being reduced from 84,000 acres to <25,000 acres, with emphasis on the headwaters.  Additionally DOW biologists are looking for potential monitoring sites and may select Livingston Creek.  
Shelly also reported that TNC has a pending private stewardship grant with USFWS.  If this grant is approved, it will provide funding for several things in addition to Livingston Creek, including BMPs and seasonal workers.   
Pleasant Grove Creek- J. Miller reported that APSU is currently working on the draft watershed-based plan and will be submitting it to KDOW for approval.  Also, pre-TMDL monitoring by KDOW is currently underway & is expected to continue through 2007.
Discussion/New Business:
Discussion about updating the basin status report has been postponed because of the delay in Frankfort.  J. Miller reported that the funds for printing our updated report have been shifted to another basin.  
J. Miller provided the 4RWW 2007 sampling schedule.  Training for new volunteers (or a refresher for seasoned volunteers) is set for April 17and 21.  May 10-11-12 are the sampling dates for pesticides & E. coli, July 12-13-14 for fecal coliform & E. coli, and  September 20-21-22 for nutrient & E. coli.   

B. Johnson announced that TVA is providing $4000 each year for next 4 years to support the Four Rivers Watershed Watch program!  Because the 4R Watershed Watch program is so successful (114 sites sampled), sampling costs average $8400 annually.  Additional support for the program is needed

Partners discussed whether the Basin Team was interested in participating in National River Cleanup (sponsored by American Rivers).  B. Wise reported that the Basin Team has been involved in ORSANCO’s River Sweep every year since 1999.  ORSANCO (The Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission) is an interstate agency established in 1948.  Its members, which include the eight states that border the Ohio River, operate programs to improve water quality in the Ohio River and its tributaries.  K. Murphy said ORSANCO provides free-t-shirts for the event.  B. Wise volunteered to assist with our participation in this year’s River Sweep.  

J. Miller reported that according to the initial interest forms submitted for 2008 NPS funding, there are 7 potential projects in our basin, two related to bored wells in the Jackson Purchase, and projects for Livingston Creek, Obion Creek, Lower Cumberland, Massac Creek, and Pleasant Grove Creek.
J Miller announced that Cumberland River Compact’s Building Outside the Box (BOB) projects are going to be aired on Home & Garden TV (HGTV), April 14, 5:30 a.m., local time.  Set your DVRs!

N. Jackson provided a KY Fish & Wildlife-Fisheries update.  A bank stabilization project, using riprap is currently underway on Patterson Islands in KY Lake.  Island #2 has been stabilized and work is in progress on island #4.  There is an on-going problem with cormorants and their impact to the islands’ vegetation.  

N. Jackson also reported that a State Tribal Wildlife Grant (STWG) has been awarded to Three Rivers, an environmental consulting group in Illinois to conduct a fish assembly study in Terrapin Creek.  Terrapin Creek flows through Calloway & Graves counties and drains to Obion Creek.  
S. Morris asked if newspapers or radio stations were going to be contacted in order to promote the FR Watershed Watch training & sampling events.  

Ray Dailey reported on the NewPage Initiative, in which NewPage is increasing the % procurement of fiber from woodlands under the KY Master Logger Program.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 7th, 9:30 a.m., at Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
Submitted by: Janet Miller

4/10/07

Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting Agenda

Purchase Area Development District (PADD) Office, 

Mayfield, KY
Thursday, April 5, 2007 at 9:00 am

Welcome / Coffee, Doughnuts, Muffins

Introductions
Announcements
Guest Speaker:
Dale Reynolds - KY Growth Readiness 
Jackson Purchase Basin Updates: 

Nathan Hicklin, Bob Johnson, Will Rice, Janet Miller:


Cane Creek 319(h) project

Precision Agriculture



Clarks River 319(h) project
Lower Cumberland River Basin Updates:


Janet Miller, Shelly Morris:


Pleasant Grove 319(h) project


Livingston Creek
Discussion:


Updating the Basin Status Report

Four Rivers Watershed Watch 2007 Sampling Schedule

Participation in National River Cleanup

2008 NPS Grant Initial Interest List 

Closing Comments
Adjourn
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