MINUTES
FOUR RIVERS BASIN TEAM

JANUARY 29,  2004

A meeting of the Four Rivers Basin Team was held at the Hancock Biological Center on January 29,  2004 with the following present:

Robert Wise                      Four Rivers Basin Team

Jim  Siress                         Marshall County Health Dept.

Allen Kyle                         Ky. Dept. of Agriculture

Ray Dailey                         Meade Westvaco

Tony Miller                        Third Rock Consultants

Karen Smith                       Cumberland River Compact

Dave Cash                         Corps of Engineers

George Petty, Jr.                Agri Chem Inc.
Shelly Morris                    The Nature Conservancy

Don Swearingen                 Atofina Chemicals

Chris Miller                        Ky. Dept. of Agriculture

Rhonda  Johnston              Jeffers Bend Environmental Center

Thomas Forsythe               Retired – TVA

Billy  Smith                        TVA, Ky. Watershed Team

Rob Miller                         Ky. Division of Water

Ryan Oster                        Ky. Dept. Fish and Wildlife

Jane Benson                      MARC/MSU

Kendric Holder                 Calloway NRCS

Steve Alcott                      Calloway NRCS

Mario Giazzon                   The Nature Conservancy
Andy Lawson                    TVA, Ky. Watershed Team

Robert  Johnson                 Jackson Purchase R.C. &D.

Lisa Rowton                      Jackson Purchase R.C. &D.

Ryan Oster from Ky. Fish & Wildlife stated that the Patterson Islands on Ky. Lake received 800 linear feet of rip-rap rock on the southern island.  This project cost $45,000.00 and needs another 45 – 50 thousand dollars to complete the island project.  These islands, which  are washing away over time, are presently sanctuaries to many species of birds.  The Ky. Fish and Wildlife, as well as the general public, does not want to lose these islands.  

He also stated that a trout project on Clarks River is being studied.  An IBI study was completed and the Clarks River in the Murray area will receive 1000 trout for catch and release in October.
Shelly Morris and Mario Giazzon, with The Nature Conservancy, discussed their job responsibilities and how they can work with us on watershed projects.  Currently they are working with private landowners on converting fescue fields to native prairie grasses and native warm season grasses.
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Andy Lawson, TVA, stated that the Reservoir Operation Study will be released this year.

Steve Alcott, Calloway Co. NRCS, stated that the EQIP Program will close in February.  The Conservation Districts in Kentucky have soil erosion projects for water quality.

Allen Kyle, Ky. Dept. of Agriculture, is working with an education and demonstration 319 grant.  This grant which will tie all agencies together, features prevention of runoff of fertilizer and pesticides.  They are trying to obtain an agriculture representative for each Basin Team along with Ag business representatives.  The project is set to go in February in the Green River Basin by initially conducting a demo on waterways and how to maintain them.  The nutrients of most concern are nitrates.  Several discussions were heard on development of nutrient standards on Kentucky streams.

Dave Cash, USCOE, stated that Mayfield Creek, Bayou de Chein, and Obion Creek flow into the Mississippi River and are under the Memphis office. The COE does the 404 permits for these streams.  He stated that the COE looks at a holistic approach to all projects.  A problem being studied at this time, which involves the upper Mississippi and its tributaries, is the sediment at New Orleans where the river settles out into the Gulf.  The sediment is not being distributed properly and is causing a dead zone called “hypoxia”.
On a local level, the USCOE is looking at the flooding problem of Red Duck Creek and also at three Mississippi River crossings involved in the I-66 project.

He stated that the weir problem on Mayfield Creek near Cunningham is closer to being settled.  The weir will be removed this year.
The COE will have two public hearings on the Mississippi River Commission which will be open to the public. The first hearing will be held  April 19, 2004, 

9 a.m.  Location of the hearing will be on board the Motor Vessel MISSISSIPPI at City Front, Caruthersville, Missouri. 
Tony Miller, Third Rock Consultants, stated that they are working to obtain a 319 grant, which will allow them to identify problems concerning sedimentation of Clarks River and watershed modeling.  This project will need 40% in-kind match for completion. He stated that they will need to organize a project team.  This will be 2005 or 2006 money.
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Andy Lawson, TVA, said they wanted to know if we would like to do an Integrated Project Site Index (IPSI) study.  This is a database for the Tennessee River area and can be provided for various projects along the Tennessee River.  More information on this may be presented at a later date.

Rob Miller stated the following:

-The Nature Conservancy is going to work with us on Bayou de Chein. 
-The Red River plan is coming together.

-The Clarks River area is working on a proposal. 
-The Basin Plan needs to be updated for the next five years and a program plan developed for each agency involved.  The plan needs to include general goals, objectives, and issues.  The Basin Steering Committee needs to provide input on agency goals, monitoring, targets, etc.  The committee will be working on a draft at the next Basin Team meeting.
Jim Siress stated that the Pirates Cove project is doing well. They are nearing completion on the lagoon now; the piping is on site; and the manholes are on order.

Karen Smith, Cumberland River Compact, passed out new maps of the Red River and their most recent information brochures.

Meeting was adjourned at noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Wise

