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Time to update the Basin Status Report; Basin Coordinator presented the original documents as they had been presented from the Basin Team in 2001. This was to refresh our memories as to what we had done before all the edits of the 2002 report. Due to limited funds the new report will not be printed, will be web based instead. The upside is no limit on the length and we can use more graphics and links. The Basin Team discussed at some length a new outline for the report.
Items to be added as decided by the Basin Team are as follows:
· Separate section for the Watershed Watch Citizen data with maps showing the stream segments monitored and the results as to whether or not the segments achieve their designated uses

· A section describing the Watershed Management Framework Statewide Steering Committees Priority Watersheds with maps

· A section describing the Elkhorn Creek Non-Point Source 319h grant for a Watershed Plan

· A section describing Source Water Protection Areas in the basin

· A section on fish tissue data and it impacts on the citizens in the basin

· A new map showing just the pathogen and sedimentation impairments

After the Basin Team has had time to review the past material and outlines of previous basin status report for Kentucky on their own, team members will pick the sections they desire to write about. The remainder will go to the Basin Coordinator to write for the Team’s review.

The Basin Coordinator presented the new draft of the intergrated report that is replacing the 305b and 303d reports. The new format was explained. Some confusion over the new designations. Concerns where raised as to why more complete testing is not done on the segments assessed.

Left Fork of Middle Creek: Clark Allison has spear headed an effort to get AML monies into this area to address the severe AMD issues in this watershed. Clark reported that a delegation from Floyd County had visited the AML office in Frankfort. This 
delegation spoke with Steve Hohman’s (Mr. Hohman had a family emergency) staff and received a verbal commitment that the left fork of Middle creek will be given highest priority. Clark has also been working hard to pull together a public meeting in this area to get public input as to what they see as the big issues and get local buy in for the remediation efforts. The Basin Coordinator has been with the delegation and Clark through every phase of this effort.  

Elkhorn Area Heritage Council received a 319h grant totaling $625,000 , to prepare a watershed plan that will address all the stressor impairing Elkhorn Creek. Assessment should begin this year at 63 sites to begin to determine the sources of impairment. Disbursement of the monies is currently held up due to the Federal government operating under a continuing resolution instead of a budget.

Three Targeted Watershed Initiative grants where applied for to EPA Region 4 Atlanta for the Big Sandy Basin. One capacity building grant was applied for that had four Appalachian states and four watershed groups as sponsors (Appalachia received   bonus points this year) the other two where for on the ground projects; Warfield sewer project, and a early warning system for the drinking water plants in the Big Sandy. A total of 2.6 million was requested. Keep your fingers crossed.

The Big Sandy River Basin Coalition has been very active this Fall and Winter and Spring shows no signs of a slow down. Their Board has expanded to include three state Roundtables (VA,WV, & Ky). The Roundtables met separately in their respective states and then together at the Breaks Interstate Park to decide what they would tackle as a Coalition. The three state initiative to get a working agreement on paper between Va, Wv and Ky has moved forward with the assistance of ORSANCO. A meeting was held in late fall in Paintsville with ORSANCO facilitating. 
All the states agreed in principle that an agreement could be reached. All parties agreed to meet in early spring (March 9th) to hammer out an initial draft for each state to take back and work on. We are close to fruition of four years of work.

Annual conference will be held at the Breaks Interstate Park April 13th & 14th. 

Evan Smith spoke to the Team about A VISTA Intern for the Big Sandy. Much discussion about the particulars of hosting an intern. The Intern program is a much shorter duration than a normal VISTA which is a 1 or 2 year commitment. No resolution as to whether or not we could find a sponsor who was willing to attend the extensive training need to sponsor an intern or what the mission would be. (after meeting thought, maybe the Left Fork of Middle Creek in the future) . 



