
10 easy ways to save water outside 

 
1. Mulch bushes and trees. 

A thick layer of mulch helps retain 
moisture around plants and hinders 
growth of weeds, which compete for 
water. Mulch also protects from win-
ter frost. 
 
2. Raise the mower blade. 
Grass cut to at least three inches en-
courages root growth to hold soil 
moisture better. 
 
3. Avoid over-fertilizing the lawn. 
Apply fertilizers with slow-release, 
water-insoluble forms of nitrogen. 
 
4. Check for leaks. 
Check hose and connections for 
leaks and repair immediately. Attach 
a shut-off nozzle to reduce waste. 
 
5. Choose broom over the hose. 
Do not hose down your driveway or 
sidewalk. Use a broom to lean leaves 
or debris from these areas to save 
water — and get great exercise.  

 
6. Wash the car on the lawn. 
Wash the car in the yard or take to a 
car wash that recycles water to pre-
vent runoff of water and detergents. 
 
7. Recycle rainwater. 
Capture rainwater in barrels and 
buckets placed at downspouts. Re-
use “gray” water for use on indoor 
and outdoor plants. 
 
8. Water early or late. 
Water early in the morning or late in 
the evening when temperatures are 
low and winds calm to reduce evapo-
ration. 
 
9. Water deeply. 
Deep soak plants to create healthy 
root systems better equipped for 
drought and heat. 
 
10. Go native. 
Plant established, native and/or 
drought tolerant grasses, ground cov-
ers, shrubs and trees to reduce need 
for water. 
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