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When paint or paint waste enters the storm wa-
ter system, it drains directly into local streams

and rivers without water treatment. Improper dis-

posal of paint and paint waste causes environ-
mental damage and violates state, federal and
local laws.

Environmentally friendly tips for
proper disposal and cleanup of paint

Recycling is the best option, but if your commu-
nity doesn't have a program, you can't simply
toss dried paint into your trash can. To be ac-
ceptable for landfill, paint must be thoroughly
dry. There are a number of ways you can dry
up your excess paint:

e For small amounts of paint:

(1) Leave the lid off the can and set it out to
dry.

(2) Pour the paint out onto cardboard or
newspaper in a thin layer and let dry.

e For larger amounts of paint:

(1) Give the paint to someone who can use
it, for example, friends and neighbors, rec-
reation departments, theatre groups, hous-
ing assistance groups.

(2) Mix in equal parts of kitty litter, sand, saw
dust, crushed corncobs or any other absor-
bent material and let dry.

(3) An easy-to-use, nontoxic product called
Waste Paint Hardener shortens the drying
process for acrylic and latex paint to a mat-
ter of minutes. You can find this product in
most local hardware/paint stores.

Cleaning Up

Wash all latex paint equipment at an interior
drain (such as a tub or sink) or into a bucket
for later disposal down an inside drain.

Let latex paint containers dry out before put-
ting them out for regular garbage pick-up.

Allow paint solids in used solvents to settle,
then pour off the clear portion and reuse.

Collect all paint chips and dust and dispose
of in the trash can. Oil-based paints, stains
and solvents are considered hazardous ma-
terials.

Clean up paint spills with an absorbent mate-
rial like Kitty litter or sand. Once absorbed,
sweep up and deposit into a garbage can for
regular pick-up.

Never pour any type of paint, paint waste or
wash water onto the ground or into an out-
side drain, creek, ditch or street gutter.

Paint Thinner Disposal

If you are going to be using lacquer thinner, it
is important to note that it is illegal to dispose
of it on the ground or down a drain. Your best
bet is to keep used thinner in a well-marked
plastic container until it's full. Once it’s fully,
you can take it to recycling or disposal facility
where it will be dealt with in an environmen-
tally friendly way. This is very important, as
the thinner will not break down organically.
The poison will continue to find its way
through the environment, eventually ending
up in the water supply.
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