
General information 
 
Kentucky citizens often contact the Division of Wa-
ter seeking assistance to remove logjams and other 
debris from stream channels on their land. There is 
no established program in Kentucky at the state, 
county or city level to take care of this problem 
unless a state of disaster has been declared, in 
which case federal aid becomes available.  
 
While the Division of Water has been given the au-
thority to regulate construction, excavation and fill-
ing activities on Kentucky’s waterways, the division 
is not funded to maintain these waterways. For  the 
most part, individual landowners are responsible for 
clearing the obstructed streams on their property. 
 
Riparian landowners should conduct routine stream 
inspections twice a year to identify fallen trees and 
other debris on their properties that need to be re-
moved from the stream and floodplain. Special in-
spections should be made after large storm events. 
A regular program for stream maintenance and ob-
struction removal may alleviate the need for a large, 
expensive channel restoration project later on. 
 
Why should logjams be removed? 
 
While some level of logjam is beneficial as cover for 
fish and wildlife, and the pool created behind the 
logjam provides structure provides critical aquatic 
habitat during low flow conditions. The stirring and 
mixing of the water as it cascades over, around and 
through the logjam also oxygenates the water.  
 
Excessive jamming, however, can cause high water 
conditions that erode the stream channel, create 
stream meanders and prolong flooding conditions. A 
tightly packed stream obstruction may also be a bar-
rier to fish migration. A redirected stream scours 
away the stream bank until a new channel is cre-
ated, creating eroding conditions and undercutting 
riparian vegetation. Furthermore, the obstruction to 
stream flow on one property can result in damages 
to upstream properties. 

Do I need a permit to remove debris? 
 
A water quality certification permit is not required from 
the Division of Water for clearing logjams and other 
obstructions from a stream that have resulted from 
flood conditions provided certain precautions are 
taken. A floodplain construction permit from DOW 
may be required if any debris is deposited in the flood-
plain. 
 
How should obstructions be removed? 
 
Fallen trees and other debris should be removed as 
soon as possible but only during low flow periods. 
Small debris can be removed from the channel with-
out the use of tools or equipment. Larger logs and 
trees may need to be cut into manageable pieces and 
dragged out of the stream. 
 
Tractors or other wheeled vehicles may not enter the 
stream channel and should be kept away from the 
bank. Also, traffic to the stream should be limited to a 
single route to minimize damage to the stream bank 
and riparian corridor. 
 
Accumulated sediment can be raked and grubbed to 
remove vegetation. If stream bank erosion has al-
ready occurred, bank stabilization may be appropri-
ate. Large, established logjams should be left for 
properly trained and equipped crews to remove. Spe-
cialized power equipment and explosives should 
never be used by anyone other than highly trained 
experts. 
 
Protect personal safety 
 
Never work alone when undertaking logjam removal 
activities. Logs and debris can easily shift and trap a 
worker beneath its weight. It is also advisable to ap-
point a crew leader to maintain visual contact with the 
workers. For additional information, contact your city 
council, fiscal court, soil and water conservation dis-
tricts and local emergency management agency. 
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