
What is KyWARN? 
 
KyWARN, the Kentucky Water and Wastewater 
Agency Response Network, was established in 
2006 to provide both private and public drinking wa-
ter and wastewater utilities with emergency plan-
ning, response and recover information before, dur-
ing and after an emergency. The objective is to pro-
vide rapid, short-term deployment of emergency 
services to restore the critical operations of the af-
fected water or wastewater utility until government 
aid arrives. 
 
Why do we need KyWARN? 
 
Water and wastewater systems provide our commu-
nities with a life-sustaining resource that is of vital 
importance to maintaining public health, sanitation 
and safety. When water and wastewater services 
are interrupted for extended periods of time, a com-
munity’s well-being quickly deteriorates, as evi-
denced by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Furthermore, 
without an adequate water supply, our communities 
are vulnerable to devastating fires. By restoring wa-
ter and wastewater service in the most efficient 
manner possible, KyWARN provides renewed hope 
for fast recovery from such disasters. 
 
California and Florida were among the first states to 
establish WARN programs. Three natural disasters 
in California in the early 1990s convinced state and 
local officials they needed an organized program of 
mutual aid. Soon after CalWARN was created, it 
was tested by an earthquake, El Nino storms and 
Sonora fires. In each situation, personnel and equip-
ment were deployed among utilities at an unprece-
dented level.  
 
Program based on mutual aid 
 
• Both public and private utilities are involved and 

serve as signatory members. 
• There is a focus on training and education 
• Activation of a request does not require a formal 

public declaration of an emergency. 

 
 
• It remains a collaborative effort managed by 

utilities, not layers of government. 
• Members can match the equipment, skilled la-

bor and other resources needed with resources 
other members have available by querying a 
database, calling members or using an internet 
message board to locate those resources. 

• Public utilities may also access other resources 
through local, state and federal agencies. 

 
Benefits of membership 
 
• No cost to participate. 
• Increases emergency preparedness and coor-

dination 
• Enhances access to specialized resources 
• Provides a single agreement to access re-

sources statewide. 
• Expedites arrival of aid. 
• Agreement contains indemnification and 

worker’s compensation provisions to protect 
participating utilities and provide reimburse-
ment protocols. 

 
Emergency equipment database 
 
The core of KyWARN is the emergency equipment 
database, which is maintained on the KyWARN 
website. Members can use the secure database to 
local equipment such as pumps, generators, chlori-
nators and evacuators. They can also identify the 
locations and availability of trained personnel. 
 
How to join KyWARN 
 
Join nearly 70 utilities and agencies that are already 
members of KyWARN by going to their website at 
http://www.kywarn.org/index.php?q=node/6. You 
may contact the organization by sending an e-mail 
to info@kywawrn.org. 
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